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wpon this water supply, and that if thig |
Bill 15 not passed the colony will go to
the dogs. T have too much faith in the
colony to believe that the future rests on
anything so slender. I fecl confident,
that if the Government do not take the
matter in hand, the colany will in no way
suffer, because private enterprise will cune
forward and carry out the work. I may
say that I am not in favour of private
enterprise, but I do not wish to see that,
before the Grovernment enter upena work
of this magnitude, it shall be shown that
itis a right one, the cheapest and the
best. The Hon. Mr. Haynes referred to
varipus letters from Mr. Cox and Mr,
Box as to this scheme. 'We do not want
the opinions of Cox and Box, but the
genuine reports of eminent engineers,
The Hon. Mr. Taylor told us that this
matter was not being rushed and that it
had already been delaved for a month.
If it weve delayed for 10 years we should
be no better off unless we tock some steps
to gain information. I do not propose
to say uny more because, as I say, I do
not understand the question, but I desire
hefore finally passing it to have the oppor-
* tunity of making some further inguiries.
Hon. members cannot digest these written
reports. They want to ask guestions of
engineers, who understand the subject.

The Hon. Mr. Stone referred to
a remark made by the Engineer-
m-Chief  that there would be a

mighty hurry-skurry some day. It seems
to me that the mighty hurry-skwry had
commenced. T have been approached by
a large number of persons in connection
with this matter, all of whom have
expressed the opinion that this matter
should be inquired into more closely.
Even the Engineer-in-Chief proposes to
vefer it to high-class specialists in
England, and, if he has some donbt about
it, surely hon. members cannct he blamed
if they wish to obtain more information.

Question—that the Bill be now read a
second time—put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

QUESTION OF PROCEDURE.

[COUNCIL.]

Tae PRESIDENT (Hou. Sir G. Shen-
ton): I have to make a statement to the
House with reference to a measure which ‘
has just been passed. When the Bill

Roads Closure Bill.

was under consideration I mentioned to
the Hen. the Mirister for Mines that one
of the amendments should go to the
Legislative Assembly by way of sug-
gestmn Since then T have c.mrefullv
considered the Statute, and I now think
the Bill should be sent to the Legislative
Assembly with a message requesting
them to make the amendments. Perhaps
the Hon. Mr. Stone will move to that
effect.

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE: I beg to move
that the amendment requested by the
Legislative Council in the Agricultural
Lands Purchase Bill be transmitted by
message to the Legislative Assembly and
their concurrence desired therein.

Question put and passed.

ROADS AND STREE1S (MULLEWA AND
BUSSELTON) CLOSURE BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly and was read a first
time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Housze at 1025 o’clock p.m.
adjourned until Thursday, 3rd September,
1896, at 430 o’'clock p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 2nd September, 1896.

Question: Blocker system of land settlement in South
Austrulin—~Question: Drainage of lund in South-
‘Western district—Report of Joint SBelect Committee
on Meat Supply—Dotion: Scarcity of lubour for
furms, &e.—~Motion: To import trained boys and
wirls—HRoods and Streets (Mullewn and Busselton)
Closure Bill: thixd reading—W. A, Turf Club Act
Repeal (private) Bill: recond reading negatived—
Powers of Attorney Bill: Legislative Council's
nmmendments agreed to—3dotion: To relax labour
conditions on goldfields: debate resumed ; motion
withdrawn—Annupl Estimates, 18%6-7, in Commit-
tee of Supply ; debate on finsncinl policy resumed—
Adjournment,

Tuae SPEAKER took the chair at 4-30
o’clock, p.m.

PRATEES.



Drainvage of Land.

QUESTIOX : BLOCKER S8YSTEM OF LAXND

SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH AUSTRALTA.

Mer. TRAYLEN (for Mr. Throssell),
in accordance with notice, asked the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands whether inquiry
had been made, as promised last session,
as to the working of the blocker system
of land settlement as now existing in
South Australia, and whether it was the
intention of the Government to introduce
such system into this colony.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) replied
that he had communicated last vear with
the Minister of Lands in South Australia
on the subject of the working of the
blocker system in South Australia, and
the reply he had received had not given
exactly the kind of information he desired,
theugh the South Australian Government
had forwarded copies of the Regulations
and the Act dealing with the working
men’s block system.  One paragraph of
the reply stated that most of the laud
utilised for working men’s blocks was
situated within two or three miles of
centres of population; and a paragraph
m another report on the working of the
system recommended that the Govern-
ment of South Australia should introduce
legislution to empower the Government
1o re-purchase lands, with the object of
cutting them up for working men’s blocks,
The Commissioner was of opinion that
there was not sufticient Government land,
of sufficiently good quality, near enoogh
to cenires of population, in this colony,
to enable the Government to cut up
any considerable area for working men’s
blocks ; and unless the Government could
avail themselves of the terms of the Re-
purchase of Lands Bill, then before Par-
liament, he feared the Government had
not land in the right situation to be used
for this purpose.

QUESTION : DRAINAGE OF LAND IN
SOUTH-WESTERN DISTRICT.

M=z. VENN, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Crown Tands,
whether it was the intention of the
Government to proceed with a system of
drainage’in the South-Western District—
more particularly in regurd to the area
extending from the Collie River to a
point beyond Drake’s Braok.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) ve-
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. plied that the Government did con.

template, this scason, initiating some
drainage work in the Southern District,
in the vicinity of the Harvey River.
During the last two seasons the Goveru-
ment had been taking levels, and in one
instance an estimate for drainuge works
had been prepared, but the amount of
that estimate appeared to him to he
rather out of proportion to the good that
would result from the work. But further
Southward, towards the Collie River, he
thought a certain wnount of drainage of
agricultural lund could be undertaken
with advantage to the settlement there
going on. It became too late to 1mke
a start lust season, before the winter rains
came on; but he hoped to initiate drain-
age works this season that would give
relief to the settlers in that locality, who
were somewhat tronbled with water
during the winter rains, there not heing
sufficient outlet,

REPORT OF JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE
ON MEAT SUFPPLY.

Mr. HARPER, chaivman of the Joint
Belect Committee on Meat supply,
brought up the report of the committee.

Report veceived, read, and ordered to
be printed.

MOTION: SCARCITY OF LABOUR FOR
FARMS, &c.

Mr. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, moved “That it 1s desirable that
the Government should take some steps to
attract the attention of furm and other
labourers elsewhere to the large regnire-
ments of the colony for labour in the
immediate future”” He sard: Tt has
been brought under my notice, particu-
larly by people residing in the cotmtry,
that they have great difficulty in obtain-
ing suthcient labour to carry om agni-
cultural operations.  Scveral farmers
have told me they do not know how they

. are going to get mn the next harvest with
. the amount of labour now available ; and

that, if they camnot get more labour,
they will not be able to get in the harvest
at all. When we consider the enormous
amount of public works to be undertaken
during this year, and the present scarcity
of labour, it is evident that the amount of
labour which will be required in the
immediate future is not really in the

. colony, nor anything like the amount
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required ; therefore some means should
be taken for attracting labour from else-
where to this colony. We must assume
that a very large proportion of the avail-
able labour that can be spared from the
other colonies has already arrived here,
and we cannot expect to receive a great
deal more in the future from those
colonies. I have wmo information to lead
me to believe there is any scarcity of
artisans in this colony at present. My
motion does not deal with artisans,
but with the labour that is required
more  particularly for
operations; and I think if the Govern-
ment would undertake to communicate
with the Agent-General in London,
with a view to his drawing the
attention of people in England to the
large amount of public works to be
undertaken here, and the great demand
there must be for labour in this colony,
and especially for agricultural labour, it
is to be hoped the result of making known
this information would be that a con-
siderable number of people would come
of their own accord to this colony. There
are some arriving now, and I tbink if
people in England, geperally, only knew
there are abundant openiugs for labour
in Western Australia, a great number
more would be prepared to come. Ldare
say other hon. members also know the
great difficulty there is m procuring
labour for agrienltural purposes at the
present time, and they will be aware of
the anxicty of agriculturists as to how the
next harvest and future harvests are to
be got in. I hope I shall receive the
support of the House in this motion,
which I now beg to move.

Mr. HASSELL: I quite agree with
what the hon. member for Beverley has
stated with regard to the scarcty of
labour, especially for agricultural require-
ments. I know it is a fact that if you
were to import hundreds of men into this
colony, as soon as they got here they
would all go to the goldfields, or would take
employment on the various public works,
Farmning is very hard work, and men can-
not scheme on farming. They can scheme
on public works better than on farming.
You cannct get men to go info the
country, under present conditions, in the
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as farm labourers, and I believe that if
they do come they will go to the gold-
fields or on the public works, where they
ean get much higher wages than farmers
can afford to pay for labour.

Mr. LOTON : T am in accord with the
remarks of the hon. member for Beverley
with regard to the scarcity of labour; but,
after considerable thought, I do not see
any way out of the difficulty except by
the farmer, who wants to employ labour,
giving the same rate of wages that men
can get at other employments.

Mr. A. Forresr: The farmer cannot.
afford to pay the same rate.

Mr. LOTON: Then he will have to
let farming stand still while the expendi.
ture of this public money is going on,
and while money is voted by this Parlia-
ment at a greater rate than the labour
can be found for spending it. For that
is the position; that we are trying to do
more public works than it is possible to
get the labour for carrying out within
the year, and we are trying to force this
colony ahead faster than it is possible for
it to go. I sce mo way out of the
difficulty, for the settlers on the soil,
except Dby raising the rate of wages to
something near that which labourers can

© earn on public works or on the goldfields.

You cannot blame men, in these circum-
stances, for refusing to work six, eight,
or ten hours a day ov a farm for less
wages than they can get in other employ-
ments, when there are the attractions of
the goldfields and the many public works
going on all over the colony. If T were
an ordinary working man I should try,
in the same way, to get the best wages T
could, and we cannot blame men for
doing it. We have to meet this fact,
that farmimg operations and the develop-
ment of the soil are brought to a stand-
still, to a great extent, for want of
sufficient labour to carry them on; and I
say that is the fault of the policy of the
country at the present time. It is a fact
that you cannot get away from, that you
are endeavouring to drive the country
along faster than it is possible for the
country te go, and faster than it is

© possible for the Government to get men

district where [ ain living; for, as T -

dabble a little in agriculture, 1 see great
difficulty in inducing men to come here

to perform the labour, and faster than
you can use the money provided by this
House for these encrmous public works.
I do not know whether anything can be
done in the way of afttracting labour
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from the old country; but there are lots
of people in England who are getting low
wages, and possibly many of theu might
be willing to come here, if the Govern-
ment would place before them the induce-

ments that are held out for labourin this

colony, and in farming operations especi-
ally.  But I think the position will be
that, when the labowrers do come here,
they will not go en the soil, or will not
remain there long at the present rate of
wages, but will rather go to thosu parts
of the country where they can get the
best wages on public works or on gold-
fields ; so that, when more lnbour docs
come, we shall be in the same fix. It

seens to me the scttlers on the soil 1nust -

be prepured to advance the wages to

something near the sume rate that is paid -

in other avocations in this colony ; other-
wise, the working men will not go on the
land. You cannot expect them to take
5s, or 6s. a day as farm labourers, when
they can get at least 10s. to 12s. a day
in other employments which are open
to them in maay parts of the colony.
Tae PREMIER (Houn. 8irJ. Forrest):
The hon. member who moved this
motion could not tell us, or at any rate
T did not catch, what steps he proposes
we should take in order to carry out the
motion. It seems to me there is some
little difficulty about doing so. The hon.
members for Plantugenet and the Swan
have pointed out some of the difficulties.
Of course it would be cuite casy for the
Government to employ lecturers to go
into the farming districts of England and
deserthe in glowing colours the prospects
of Western Australia as a field for lubour ;
8¢ that, no doubt, we would be able to
induce some farm labourers to come
here, if we paid their passage. But the
question is whether they would take to
farming when they got here. My own
opinion is that they would go to the gold-
fields, or at any rate they would do what
the hon. member for the Swan says they
would, go to those parts of the colony
where they could get the highest re-
muneration. I have had the matter
mnder consideration for a long time, and
the Agent General has been very anxious
to employ lecturers, o even to go himself
mnto the farming districts to describe the
prospects of this colony, und he would be
a very good man to do so too. If it is
the general wish of the House that this
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shounld be done, I shall be glad to act on
it. In regard to the resson given by the
bon. member for the Swan for the scarcity
of labour, I must be allowed to take
exception to it.  The colony is not going
too tast. I do uvot think it is going too
fast at all. | Mr. Lorox: Trying to.]
I know that the demands of the people,
from one: end of the colony to the other,
are far greater than the Government can
supply, with all our desire to go ahead at
the present time.  Although we desire to
be progressive, and to do all we can to
push the celony forward, it is not ounly
the Government who arve doing it—it 1s
the people themselves.  Indeed, their
desire is to go even faster than the
Government are willing to go; and I
think that may be said also of mwany other
members in this House who, from having
formerly been dusirous to hang back,
have now gone to the other extreme, and
wigh the Government to go faster than
we are able to go.- But there is no doubt
that it would be a very great advantage
to get more farm labourers into this
eolony. TIhave thought a good deal upon
1t, but the difficulty arises from the fact
that the wages paid to farm labourers
here are not nearly so much as are paid
for other classes of labour. Considering
the good prices which farmers arve
receiving for their produce, I think
they are certainly able to give better
wages than they used to pay, and I
believe that if they did so, a great many
men would prefer a regular and quiet
life on a farm rather than undergo the
difficulties and discomforts and iselation
they have to put up with in remote
wining districts. I am sorry to hear the
hon. member for Beverley say that men
will not stay on a farm even at 6s. per
day, because I have information which
leads me to think otherwise. I kaow
that in the past. when the prices of farm
produce were very low, farmers were
unable to employ labour, and consequently
a great deal of land was left uncultivated ;
but I was in hopes that, with the rise in
the price of produce, the farners would
be able to employ labour at higher rates
of wages than were paid under the old
cenditions. T can ounly say that I am
fully in sympathy with all that the mover
hag in view; and if any plan can be
suggested by which farm labourers can be
induced to vome to the colony, und when
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they get here to take the work which they
arve accustomed to and remain formers, I
shall be glad to support it.

Mr. A. FORREST: I intend to sup-
port the motion, because T believe the
object which the mover has in view is a
goodone. I would suggest to the Govern-
ment that, as an experiment, one hundred
picked married men of the farming class
shall be brought to the colony, with
their wives and families, free of cost.
There would be no difficulty in getting
theso men in the farming districts of
England, and they could be brought here
by one of the largest hoats trading to
this colony. I am sure sowmething will
have to be dune in this direction, hecause
every man you employ nowadays has his
head turned away from farming, which
we believe to be the backbone of this
colony. T hope the Government will take
this motion into their consideration, and
place £20,000 on the Estimates for the
purpose of bringing out agricultural
labourers, who will find immediate em-
ployment as soon as they arvive here, aud
will be a gain to the country. 'When the
colony, years ago, spent over a hundred
thousand pounds upon assisted immigra-
tion, three-fourths of the immigrants did
not stay here; but at the present time
there would be no difficulty of that kind
in bringing out men from the farming
districts of England.

Tue Prexier: They would go to the
goldfields.

Mr. A. FORREST: I do not think
that men who came here from Eng-
land — men of farming stock, whose
families have been on the land for
generations —would be likely to go to
our goldfields in preference to farm
work ; but they have not the means to
come here unless the Government pay
their passages. In England the wages
of farm lahourers are only 9s. to 1is. a
week. I think it would be a geod thing
for the Government to fall in with the
suggestion which I make, and ask the
Agent General to get, if possible, o
hundred men of the farming class to come
to this colony, and the Government could
ask this House to provide funds to pay
their passage.

Mer. B. F. SHOLL: No doubt this is
a very laudable motion, and, if the
Government can assist the agriculturists,
it will be a very great benefit to the colony.
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But T hope that members will not be too
suhguine abent being able to get agricul-
turists from England, becanse they ure
nof plentiful there; for the sons of farmers
are leaving the sml leaving the farms
which their fathers have cultivated, and
are trying some other menns of making a
livelihood. While the Government here
are assisting the cultivators by importing
farm lﬂ.'JOlllOlS I think it would e well
for them to introduce into the colony a
few thousands of e¢xpert miners, because
there are not sufficient men here to fulfil
the labour conditions on the goldficlds.
The Government would thus benefit the
mining community as much as the
farming interest.

The COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hou. F. H. Piesse}: The dif-
culty suggested by the motion before the
House is no doubt the outcome of the
prosperity of the volony, us the gold dis-
coveries have created o spirit of unrest
among agricultural labourers, and a
desnc to try their fortunes ou the gold-
fields, and I think it will be just the
same with any hmmigrants whown we may
introduce. The lahour difficulty will settle
itself in tiing, when men who have been
disappointed with a miner's life will
return to the settled portions of the
colony. A great deal of the blume for
the shortnoss of farming labour rests with
the farmers thﬂ[]lb\.]\"es in disnissing
their men after the busy season of the
year, and so dispersing them in search of
other employment, whence they cannot
always be drawn back when ‘they are
wanted. Nevertheless, in the Williams
district we have very little difliculty in
getting men at 6z a day, or 25s. a week
with board ; although T can quite under-
stand there may be a scarcity near Perth
or in the Eastern districts, which are on
the direct road to thegoldfields. Tamafraid
that, no matter how many inducements
we hold out to immigrants to stay on the
land, they will want tu ro to the goldﬁelds,
and of course it is no use trying to get
rood work out of a discontented man,
no matter how you may have him bound
by agreement, for in the end an employer
will find it better to let the discontented
labourer go. The gold fever affects aven
men who are skilled in orchard work, and
who are getting perhaps 8s. or 9s. a day ;
for when they read in the pewspapers of
the finding of reefs and nuggets, they
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think they might find them too. Assoon !
as the men who have been drawn away '
from the land get dissatisfied with the |
goldfields, this labour question will settle
itself, and men will go back to farm.
ing. If it were decided to appoint
lecturers in England on behalf of this
colony, to foster emigration to Western
Australia, we should have to be caretul
that we did not now, as was done some
years ago, cause discoutent among the
new-comers by having exaggerated the
condition of the volony, in which some of
those who came here 6 or 7 vears ago
expected to find fruit ready for the guther-
ing, and everything much cheaper than
the actnal prices. T do not see what in-
ducement you can offer to the farm lubour-
er of Bugland to leave any place where
‘he is séttled and come out to this colony.

Mrk. VENN: As one who has heen
farming for some vears, I cannot cndorse
the experience of some hon. wembers that
farm lahour is scarce, for I have found that
when I have advertised for a man, [ have
had 20 or 30 applications, and the
trouble has been to refuse men; but
many of those whe are employed in farm-
ing do go away to the goldficlds as soon
as they bave earned money to take them
there. This question of labour will settle
itself in many instances. Many farmers
cunnot afford to pay 5s. or Gs. a day for
hired lnbour ; therefore, they have to carry
on with the assistance of their families.
With so many people of all classes com-
ing, there is a chance of some of them
being farin lubourers; but I do not think
there is much chance of getting the exact
class of labour that farmers want, while
wuges are so high for other kinds of
manual work. There is too much differ-
ence between the £4 or £5 per week given
on the goldfields, and the 5s. or 6s. a duy
given on a farm.  As it is no use trying
to keep dissatisfied wen, and as there
are at present such strong attractions
for men to go to the wining centres,
the farmers will have to do the best they
can, und make use of improved machinery. |

Mr. HARPER: I may point out that
my motion does not refer only to farm
lubourers, and in view of the construction
of the goldficlds water supply scheme,
which will require some thousands of
men, it is necessary for the Govermment
to attract lubour, which cannut be drawn
from the mines nor from the farms of
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the colony, for the carrying out of public
works. As to what is said about immi-
grants going to the goldficlds, they would
not go there unless they had money, and
it would be no use for them to do so. As
an employer who has engaged a great
many wen at different times, it 1s mny ex-
perience that men will take service and
stay and earn some money before they make
their way to the mines; and the bhest
men we bave on the land are those who
have returned from the wmines, disabused
of the idea that they were readily going
to make a fortune there, and who settle
steadily down to their old occupation. In
addition to the goldfields, the building
trade and the growth of the towns have
drawn large nombers of men from farm-
ing pursuits; so that we must do some-
thing to add to the number of labourers
of all kinds in the colony. TUnless thisis
done, it will be unnecessary to pass the
Loan Estimates, because we shall not be
able to get the public works carried out.
T should like to ask the Commissioner of
Crown Lands whether anything has come
of the proposal of Geoeral Booth, of the
Salvation Army, to introduce into the
colony some experienced farm labourers
of high character. My motion does not
ask that any sum of money shall be ex-
peuded upen immigration, but 1 under-
stand that the House has already voted a
sum, and if my motion can be carried
into effect by that means, so much the
hetter. In any case, this motion will call
the attention not only of the House, but
also of the country, to the great demand
there will be in the labour market for the
next year or two.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): In
reply to the question put to me by the
hoo. member for Beverley, I have to say
that the reply given to General Booth
was to the effect that no special induce-
ment could be offered him, if he desired
to operate in this colony, and that there
could be no departure from the Laud
Regulations. From what I have been
told, I think it is possible the scheme will
fall through.

Mation put and passed.

' MOTION—TO IMPORT TRAINED BOYS

AND GIRLS.
Me. COOKWORTHY, in accordance
with notice, moved * That, in the opinion
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of this House, it is desirable that the
Government should put themselves in
communicatinn with Th. Barnarde, with
a view of his sending young people to
this colony.” He said that at a time
when the House was considering the
desirableness of importing farming
labour, it was opportune for him to
submit a proposal that would be of
benefit to the colony, and at the same
time be encouraging to a very deserving
ingtitution. For 30 years Dr. Barnardo
had gune into the bighways and byways
of the great cities of England, rescuing
the waifs of the streets and bringing
them up most suceessfully to become
useful and well conducted citizens. In his
opinion it would be a good thing for the
Government to invite Dr. Barnardo to
send some of his young charges berve,
where by the time that they became men
and women they would be thoroughly
identified with the interests of the
colony, and remain in it as their home.
Dr. Barnardo had sent some of his boys
and girls to Canada, under rules which
he explained in the Review of Reviews, as
follow :—* Ouly the flower of my flock
“shall be emigrated to Canada; those
“young people, namely (1) who are in
“robust health, physical and mental;
# (2) who are thoroughly upright, honest,
“and virtuous ; and (3) who, being boys,
* have been industriously trained in our
“own workshops; or who, being girls,
“ have had careful instruction in domestic
‘ pursuits.” Moreover, Dr. Barnardo
added that “In the case of the total
* failure of any emigrants, the colonies
‘“shall be safeguarded by their return at
‘“our expense, whenever possible, to
“ England.” But the failures had been
very few, as another extract in the same
publication showed, and the young emi-
grants bad been very favourably received
in Canada. That extract said: “The
# Dominion of Caunada during 1894 has
“ been passing through a period of severe
* industrial depression, which it might
“have Deen imagined would have
“operated to diminish the number of
“ openings for our emigrants. As a
“ matter of fact, howerver, there has come
“in from all parts of the country, from
“the Atlantie to the Pacific seaboard,
“from Halifax to Vancouver, a steady
“and increasing demand far beyond
“my  power to  supply, unless
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“means at my disposal for emigra-
“tion purposes are largely extended.”
Dr. Barnardo had been written to with
regard to sending some of the rescued
children to Western Australia, and he
replied that it would not do to carry out
that idea on a small seale, as the equip-
ment of the children would be expensive
unless undertaken on a large scale. It
was pretty ovident that hoys and
girls from Dr. Barnardo’s homes might
be brought ont here if sufficient induce-
ment were offered. The expense of
sending out the children was not very
large, and if the Government gave Dr.
Barnardo some assistance, a large num-
ber of the boys and girls might be
introduced into the colony. He felt sure
this Honse would agree to the motion,
and there would be no harm in that
course being taken, because the motion
committed the Government to nothing.
If, when they received a reply from Dr.
Barnardo, the Government felt satisfied
they could come to reasonable terms for
getting a number of these children sent
out, it wonld be a grand thing for the
eolony at large.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said he felt
the greatest pleasure in supporting the
motion of the member for Sussex. When
in England, he came into contact with a
large number of the boys and girls
rescued by Dr. Barnardo, when attending
a large entertainment under the manage-
wment of the doctor. There was no
scheme in all Great Britain, or in all the
British-speaking colonies, that was doing
a greater work than that of Dr. Barnardo,
for the reason that the work carried on
by him was complete in all its depart-
ments, most perfect men and women
being turned out under his system, and
out of the worst possible material. One
fear had always been that there would
be danger in introducing into Austraha
members of the class to which these
boys and girls belonged. It was sug-
gested, for instunce, that a colony of the
Salvation Armny should be established in
this country, and to this proposal many
grave objections were raised, und justly
ruised in some respects; hut those
objections failed if they were directed
against the young men and women
who came from Dr. Barnardo's homes.
The waifs rescued from the streets

the | were removed from all the old in-



Proposal to Tmport

fluences, and were placed in circum- !
stances calculated to bring out the highest
and best results, and were surrounded
with all the care that was possible. The
children got the bhenefit of 30 years’
experience in the cducation of young
people, and the success attained had been
most marked in every department. In-
quiries made, even in the city of London,
from those besi able to judge, were
unanimously "to the effect that Dr
Barnardo’s children gave complete sutis-
faction in the families where the girls
were engaged, in the workshops where
boys were employed, in the places of
business, and on the farms to which they
were sent. The reports that came con-
stantly from Canada were to the effect
that the work of Dr. Barnardo, in its
completeness and in its effectiveness, was
worthy of the highest praise. If he (Mr.
Hlingworth) bad anything to give, be
would send it to Dr. Barnardo; and, in
fact, he did contribute to the funds. He
only wished we had £10,000 to send to
Dr. Barnardo’s homes every year. Every
year a large number of young people
were sent to Canada, to the advantage of
that colony, while at the same time
assisting & great work, Those who had
a knowledge of political economy would
know that it cost to produce a full grown
man about £200, and it they could land
on these shores a nuinber of these young
people, each of whom had cost £200topro-
duce, they would by that means increase
the wealth of the colony considerably.
By taking that course, they would get.a,
number of young men and women who
had been placed under restraint and
guidance, who had been brought up
intelligently on the best and purest
principles, and who, everyone of them,
had been taught to work, and taught to
recognise the positions in life in which
they were placed, and tanght to do their
work with spirit and energy. Those were
the kind of men who would build up the
national life in the very best possible way.
The cost would be very little, because he
did not think that Dr. Barnardo would ex-
pect much financial help from this Govern-
ment. No expenditure in the direction of
immiygration would yield half the result
that the same money, expended in bringing
out Dr. Barnardo’s young people, would .
vield. He was not prepared to suggest !
i what direction the Governmeat, should

'
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offer to assist, but he would sirongly
impress upon the Government the desir-
ability of supporting, in its fullest
strength, the proposal “made by the hon.
member for Sussex. The Government,
by taking that course, would be doing a
goeod work, and, at the same time, helping
the fallen in the old country. They
would also be bringing inio Western
Australin  desirable persons at notf
more than half the cost they could
obtain them for elsewhere. He there-
fore strongly urged the acceptance of
the meotion.

Mz. MORAN said that, from what he
could gather, the institution of Dr. Bar-
nardo was principally an industrial home,
where boys were taught trades. The
artisan classes of Western Australia were
not likely to approve of the introduction,
with Government assistance, of artisans
from any other country, whether trained
at the expense of an institution or brought
to this colony under the auspices of the
State. As to the argument of the hon.
member for Nannine thut, by introducing
these admirable young men, the wealth
of the State would be increased to the
extent of £200 in respect of each one, he
{Mr. Moran) had to reply, most empha-
tically, that artisans were coming to this
colony fast enough already, without any
cost whatever to the country, and each of
those artisuns was worth £200 for his
mavhood. Importation of the class sug-
gested in the motion would not meet
with favour from the classes to which
the youths to be imported belonged. 1t
was necessary that, in the present pros-
perity of the colony, the artisan class
should receive a fair share of the money
distributed ; and that was why the rate
of living was comparatively high, and
why wages also were comparatively high ;
and if the artisans received good wages,
they would be induced to remain in the
colony. Tt was for thut reason he was in-
clined to think that the very classes
to which these young people belonged
would not look with favour upon the
proposal of the member for Sussex. With
reference to the moral aspect of the pro-
posal, he had yet to learn that the
Australian people needed an example of
indusiry, or stability of character, or
sobriety or moral character, in any way
from the old country. [Mr. Trring-
worTH: Tt has never been suguested.]
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He denied that Dr. Barnardo’s institu-
tion, or any other institution in England,
cowld lend a tone to the youth of
Australia. There was no necessity for
the Goverdment to introduce farm
labourers; and if they went to that
expense for ome class of the community,
they would have to go to the same
expense for all classes, and the Govern-
ment might be called upon to introduce
skilled miners. [Mr. A.Forrest : Skilled
niners are needed.] It was ridiculous to
consider the question of importing labour
when sufficient workers were coming into
the colony as fast as the ships could carry
them, and many of them iwought suffi-
cient capital to keep them going for a
time after landing.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forvest)
said he was inclined to agree with what
bad fallen from the member for Yilgarn.
People were flocking into the colony in
large wumbers. During the last year,
32,870 people had landed in the colony,
and ouly a day or two previously 800
people had landed from one steamner.
This influx of people would greatly
increase during the year. [Mr. Loron:
It will be 1,000 a weel, at least, I should
gay.] The prospects of the colony, as
regards  population, were better than
those of the other ¢olonies, for the influx
was coming from the Bastward. He
believed this colony would receive not
only people who were going to the mines
or engaging in business, but farmers as
well from South Australin and other
places. From what he understood, the
hoys trained at Dr. Barnardo’s homes were
not tanght ugriculture, but were strictly
artisans. If the motion of the wember
tfor Sussex were carried out, it would not
only cost some money, but also entail a
good deal of care and trouble and
responsibility in regaurd te the young
people after they arrived. There had
been nothing said showing that Dr.
Barnardo was to bave an organisation in
the colony to look after his young people,
and therefore the Government would
have to undertake some responsibility
with regard to them after their arrival.
There was no doubt that a little prejudice
existed in Australia wgainst the intro-
duction of people who had some little
taint connected with then.

Mg. IutivoworTH: In this case the
only taint is poverty.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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{  Tup PREMIER (Hon. 8irJ. Forrest):
¢ The member for Nunnine had himself
said that the material that was dealt
with by Dr. Barnordo was not good,
but that a great deal had been done with
it, and good men and women produced

from it. The fecling to which he had
referred  was probably an improper

feeling ; and, for his own part, he thought
it was, but it existed, and they could not
altogether ignore it. Then, with the
exception of Canada, none of the other
self-governing powers had entered into
negotiations with Dr. Barnardo. That
might not be a very good avguwment;
still it was one worthy of consideration,
for it might have been thouyght that, if
the advantages to be obtained from Dr,
Barnardo's S_thﬂ'ﬂ'l were so very great,
there would have been a rush by all the
colonies to obtain the services of his
young people. The principal reason
why he was not in favour of the proposal
of the member for Sussex was that there
wus o necessity ab the present time for
increasing the population ; but, notwith-
standing that, there was very little
objection to be taken to the terms of the
motion, for it only asked that the Govern-
ment should put themselves in communi-
cation with Dir. Barnardo with a view to
his sending some of his young people
out to this colony. He supposed the
memher for Sussex did not  mean
that the Government shonld at once
proceed to couclude arrangements with
Dr. Barnado. Taking the motion as
menning only the making of inquiries of
Dr. Barnado, and also, he supposed, of
the Government of Canada, to see how
the scheme had worked in that colony,
there was no reason why they should not
pass it. Personally, he did pot see at the
present time any necessity for taking
steps to induce people to come to the
colony, us people were cominyg very fast,
and were hikely to come in at double the
rate of the past year.

Tre COMMISSIONER or CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said
that one good effect of the motion might
be to draw the attention of hon. wembers
to Dr. Barnardo’s homes. He (Mr.
Richardgon) had had some personal
communication with Dr. Barnardo about
his homes, and the records of those
Lomes were truly marvellous,  The results
attained there gave no indication of any
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inferiority of material ; and Dr. Barnardo
seemed to have banished the idea thatsin
was hereditary,
auy taint in 2 child so long as its associa-
tions were good. The expense of sending
onc of these young people to Canada was
£12, but probably it would Le a little
more to send one of them to Western Aus-
traliz. Hon. members knew there was a
great scarcity of femuleservants in Lhiscol-
ony, and some arrangement might be made
with Dr. Barnurde for sending out some
of his girls, who would be Letter than the

and that there wounld be .

class of imigrants who were coming out |

ab the present time.
House were due to the hon. mewmber for
Sussex for bringing the matter under
their attention; and he hoped the discus-
sion that had taken place would hive the
effect of stimulating the benevolence
of members of Parhament and others,
and inducing them to send some well-
deserved subseriptions to Dr. Burnardo.
Mgr. RANDELL suid no harm
would result from fthe passing of the
motion. IF it were carried out it might
result in the colony being supplied with a
useful class of female ll'llmlgld.]ltb From
what he had read in connection with Dr.
Barvardo's homes, he (Dr. Barnardo) was
carrying on a grand work in that great
centre, Loundon, and deserved the
svmpathy of everyone. He had rescued
great numbers of children from the depths
of misery, and trained them to lead use-
ful lives. The boys and girls sent to
Canada had turncd out well, and he (Mr.
Randell) felt certain that a considerable
number of them must have been trained
to agriculture. He had no information
on that point, but he assumed that, as
Canada was essentially an agricultural
country, many of the youths would re-
quire to be taught to make themselves
useful on farms. The percentage of
failures was very small, being only 1 per
cent. The question had arisen as to
whether Dr. Bwrnardo would not have
some ovganisation in the colony for giving
an oversight to his young people. From
the reports of the institution, it appeared
there was supervision exercised in Canada,
and he supposed the same_thing would
be done in this colony. The House might
well accept the wotion, and the Govern-
ment might put themselves in communi-
cation with Dr. Barnardn, and also. as
2 matter of prudence, with the Canadian

The thanks of the |
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Government. If that were done, it would
show, ut any rute, thatjthey sympathised
w:th, and appreciated, the uoble services
Dr. Barnardo had performed for society
in general, and for London in particular.

Mg. SOLOMON said he favoured the
motion so far as it related to the female
portion of Dr, Barnardo's homes, With
regard to the male portion, he did not
think there was any necessity for bring-
ing boys here, as young men were coming
fust enough—young men with every ap-
prarance of health and vigour. No harm
could he done if the motion were carried,
and he heartily suppurted it.

Mr. COOKWORTHY said he certainly
had expected there would be no oppost-
tion to his motion, and he was ratbher
surprised to hear the expressions of the
Premier to the offect that he saw no
necessity for the motion.  Was there no
necessity for assisting in doing good work
at little or no expense to the colony ¥ By
passing the motiou, they would help in a
noble work, and assist to rescue thousands
of poor unfortunate children from the
streets of London. Those children only
neected the efforts of such men as Dr.
Burnardo, to make them good citizens
and thoroughly guod members of society.
Dr. Baraurdo needed more funds to enable
him to further extend his great work.
There was not the slightest deubt that,
with very few exceplions, Dr. Barnardo’s
homes hud turned vut good members of
suciety. Where there had heen failures,
those failures bad been taken back by Dr.
Buarnardo to his own place in London.
The hon. member for Yilgarn, and the
hon. member for Fremantle, need not be
alarmed awbout this interfering with the
working classes. These were only lads
about 14 or 15 years of age, and they
were apprenticed. as it were, to different
people, and, though they learnt a trade,
that was noe reason why they would not
be good and useful on farms. Kunowledge
of a trade was always useful on a farm ;
and where people had heen well brought
up, as in this case, they might usefully
turn their hands to almost any occupation.
He was sure the Government, ovn con-
sideration, must give this proposal their
sympathy as well as their attention. The
reason Canuda bad heen selected as the
place for sending these children to was
principally on account of the expense, as
the steamship companies charged much
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less for the passage from England to
Canada than they charged fo other
colonies. That was the reason the other
colonies had not received them; and in
the other colonies, also, there had been a
feeling against introducing any labour.
In the present state of this colony, how-
ever, it would be money well lnid out to
introduce some of these boys.
Question put and passed.

ROADS AND STREETS (MULLEWA AND
BUSSELTON) CLOSURE BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill read » third time, and transmitted
by message to the Legislative Council,
REPEAT

WA, TURF CLUB ACT

(PRIVATE) BILL.
SECOND READING—DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. RANDELL: At the desire of the
House, lust night I moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate. Personally, I am
opposed to the Bill; and, after the
remarks of the Attorney General, my
opposition became more confirmed that
it would be impolitic and not in the
general interest that this Bill should he
repealed. I do not intend to emlarge
upon it, but simply to state my opinion
on it, and that I will vote against the
repeal. The statements made by the
Attorney General last night were sufficient
to convince all that this is an undesirable
thing tu do without very much graver
consideration, und without more safe-
guards as to the purposes this lund may
be put to hereafter.

Question-—that the Bill be now read a
second time—put and negatived, and the
Bill rejected.

POWEERS OF ATTORNEY BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS,

On the motion of Mr. Moss, the House
went into comnittee to consider the
amendments made in the Bill by the
Legislative Council, as follow :—
Schedule of Awmendments made by the

Legislative Council.

No. 1.—0Oun page 1, Clause 2.—Strike
out the whole clause. .

No. 2.—0n page 2, Clause 3,—8trike
out the whole clause.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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No. 3.—On page 2, Clause 4.—Strike
out the whole clanse.

No. 4.—New Clause. —Add the follow-
ing new clause, to stund as No. 2:—* An
instrmwent creating a power of attorney
may be deposited in the Supreme Court
Office.”

No. 5.—New Clause.— Add tbe follow-
ing new clause, to stand as No. 3:—“A
separate file of instruments so deposited

* shall be kept, and any person may inspect

the file and every instrument so deposited,
thoreof shall De
delivered to him on request.”

No. 6. —New Clause.—Add the follow-

. ing new clause, to stand us No. 4:—“A

copy of the instrument so deposited may
be presented at the office, and, after
examination, may be stamped or- marked
as an office vopy, and when so stamped

+ or marked shall become and De an office

copy.”

No. 7—New Clause.—Add the follow-
ing new clause, to stand as No. § :—An
office copy of an instrument so deposited

* shall, without further proof, be sufficient

evidence of the contents of the mstrument
and of the deposit thereof in the Supreme
Court. Office.”

No. 8. —New Clause.—Add the follow-
ing new clanse, to stand as No. 6:—
“HEvery instrument so deposited shall,
unless otherwise provided in the instru-
ment, be in force until notice of revoca-
tion or extinguishment thereof shall be
deposited in the Supreme Court Office.”

No. 9.—New Clanse.—Add the follow-
ing new clause, to stand as No. 7:—
“ Notice of revocation or extingnishment
of any such mstrument shall be published
onee 1o the Government Gazette, and twice
in a newspaper published in the colony.”

No. 10. — New Clause. — Add the

following new clause, to stand as No. 8:

—“General rules may be made by the
Attorney General for the purposes of this
Act, regulating the practice of, and pre-
scribing the fees to be charged and taken

© by, the Supreme Court Office.”

No. 11. — New Clause. — Add the

© following new clause, to stand as No. 9:

—*“This Act shall apply to instruments
ereating powers of attorney executed
either before or ufter the commencement
of this Act.”
IN COMMITTEE.
Mg. MOSS said the amendments made
by the Legislutive Council practically
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meant striking out the whole Bill as it
had passed the Assembly, and practically
made it a new Bill. He admitted that
the alterations made by the Council were,
on the whole, a very decided improve-
ment to the measure,
had introduced it, was a copy of an Act
that had been in force for a number of
vears in New Zealand ; and it was some-
what cwmbersome, for where an attorney
acted under the provisions of a power of
attorney, it was necessary for him to make
a statutory declaration to the effect that he
had received no notice of death or revoca-
tion. 'The clauses proposed by the Legis-
lative Council were copies of » series of
clausesappearing in the “ English Convey-
ancing Act of 1881,” and they had been
the law of England for the last 15 years.
There was power to register the powers
of attorney, as had been suggested in this
Huuse by the member for West Perth;
but it was permissive registration, and
on the power of attorney being registerved
in the manner preseribed, it was deemed
to be in force until notice of revocation
was deposited in the Supreme Court.

[2 SepremMBER, 1896.)
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colony, I have visited lately several
portions of a very large mining district,
and I find labour is very scarce. If a few
poor men are lucky enough to find a mine,
they soon realise that they are unlucky
to have it, because they cannot provide
the mouey to keep it going. A syndicate
in the town where I live has a good mine,
hut is not able to find the money to work
it under the present labour conditions,
I feel sure we will bave to do away with
the labour conditions in this country, to
a great extent, if we are to make mining
the success it ought to be, and therefore

' I have great pleasure in supporting the

" the elections are impending.

He moved that the amendments made in .
the Bill by the Legislative Council be -

agreed to.

Question pot and passed.

Resolution reported to the House, and
report adopted.

Ordered, that a message be transmitted
to the Legislative Council, informing
them that the Legislative Assembly had

motion.

Mr. A. FORREST ({in reply) : It
appears to me, from the few members
who have spoken on such an important
question, that they are, to all intents and
purposes, in favour of the motion; but I
am not so wedded to the proposition that
I intend to place my friends, just on the
eve of an election, in the position that
this motion will do. This House, in the
course of a month, will be dissolved, and
I presume
the annual Estimates will come on
to-night.; and, after they have been
adopted, there will he little more to do.

. Members are in this position, that they

believe in the motion, but as many of the

- electors, who are of the working class,

agreed to the amendments wnade m the .

Bill.

MOTION: TO RELAX LABOUR CONDI-
TIONS ON GOLDFIELDS.

DEBATE RESUMED.

"is no man, I do

may be opposed to it, it may be impos-
sible for those hon. members to support
the motion. I do not wish to place
myself in that position, cither. There
not care whether
ingide or outside this House, who does
not agree that something will have to be

" done to make the working conditions

Debate was resumed on the motion of -

Mz. A. Forrest “That, in the opinion of
this House, it is desiralle, in the best
interests of the mining industry, that the
labour conditions be amended as follows :
—That the first 12 months after approval
of an application for a gold mining lease
(24 acres) not less than two men shall be
employed on the lease, after which the
present labour conditions shall come into
foree.”

Mr. HASSELL: In rising to support
the motion, I do so on various grounds.
A principal ground is that labour is very

more liberal, as it will be impossible to
carry on these mines unless it is done.
The member for Yilgarn told us, and I
believe his facts were correct, that there
are not enough people in the colony to
comply with the labour regulations if

. fully enforced; and we wmay say that

gearce and very dear throughout the

pearly every lease-owner without ma-
chinery on his claim is evading the
regnlations, and T do not think that is a
good thing. Ounly this morning, I see
the warden at Coolgardie states that a
gang of people was there, waiting to rob
prospectors of their claims by jumping
them, but that he would do all in his
power to put them down. If my motion
were carried, it would not be necessary
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for the warden to make these statements
in open court; but it is a fact that
in all the large centres there is a
gang of people, a kind of syndicate,
who do nothing but watch pecple's claims,
and if a man is off only part of a day
his claim is likely to be jumped. That
is not a state of things we want. The
cry in England, where all the nioney is
coming from, is that they will have no
security if they happen to have a dishonest
manager or dishonest workmen. for the
thousands they may have paid for the
claims.  There is not a bond fide miner
with a claim on the Eastern goldfields
wha will not agree with this motion. The
Government, however, should introduce
an amendment of the regulations, and
this action ought not to be left to a private
member.  Why should I have to go and
appeal, on my knees, to the Minister of
Mines becanse one of my men leaves me?
IE T have eight men on a claim, and four
of them make up their minds to leave me,
or if they sit down and won’t work, which
is very common, why should I bhave to go
down on my knees to the Minister and
ask him to revoke the decision of the
warden in the particular case ? The whols
of these regulations are iniquitous when
vou have to work under them. Tt is all
very well if a man buys a good eclaim
developed, and has machinery on it, as
there is then no question of the working
clauses cropping up; but it is in the first
stage, when the ground is pegged out,
that I wish to give relief. When a man
pegs out a claim, perhaps 50 miles from
water, he comes into town and upplies for
a lease. He has to place on it four men,
and when he gets the approval of his
application he must put on eight men.
He has to get horses or camels and cart
water, as I have done, 20 or 30 miles,
and then not know whether the thing is
going to turn out right or not. The
members tor Nanniune, Geraldton, and
Yilgarn have acted fairly towards me, and
I intend to act fairly towards thewn hy
asking the House to allow me to withdraw
the motion for the present.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

At 625 p.n. the SerARER left the chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the SPEARER resumed the
chair,

(ASSEMBLY ]

Annnal Estimates.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 18967,
DERATE ON FINANCIAL POLICY.

In Committee of Supply, the adjourned
debate on the Financial Statement de-
livered by the Premier and Treasurer,
27th August, was resumed; Mr. Traylen
in the chair,

Vote — His Facellency the Governor,
£1,035:

Me. TLLINGWORTH : I have a sus-
picion, sir, that there is a feeling in the
House that I am going to inflict a
lengthened spesch upon hon, members on
the present occasion; and, in order to
dissipate that feeling, I will say at the
outset T have ue such intention. There
are several reasens why I should not do
so. The first one is that the Budget
speech which has been delivered is of
such a character that it does not leave
many openings for attack. The next
reason is that members of this House, I
oy also say the country, are not in a
state of mind to be eritical.  The circum-
stances in which we stand to-day are
rather of a free-and-easy-going character.
The great mass of the people are doing
well, and as a consequence the Treasury
is overflowing with money. AN depart-
ments in the State are Hourishing, and,
under such conditions, the people are not
likely to be critical, and are rather in a
spirit to overlook many things that, under
other circumstances, they would give close
atention to, The House and the
country are not in a condition to he
very critical. We are inclined at
all times to be exceedingly liberal with
those leaders who are suecessful ; though
I think we recogpise, as a matter of
absolute fact, that ofttimes there is more
geniusin tailure thanimsnecess; that there
15 ofttimes mniore keenness, and more
energy, and wmore worthiness, in times of
difficulty when men are overcomne by
failure, than is shown by the most
brilliant suceess. Yet, we cannot hide
our face, and we cannot control our
feelings, and we cannot control those
by whom we are surrounded, when we
are in the midst of success, for then we
canmot help fecling, to some extent, that
those who are our leaders at the time are
worthy of a considerable amount of the
success which has been achieved. T have
said, in another place, that the Ministry
who hold the power of the State in
Western Australia at the present, and
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have done so for many yeurs, are to be
commended at least from one standpoint.
Tt is the standpoint which is referred to
by Sir Walter Scott in “Ivanhoe’™ where,
speaking of Robin Hood, he says: *That
man who does good, baving unlimited
power to do evil, is worthy of praise, not
ouly for the good which he does, but for
the evil which he refrains from doing.”
I am disposed to give a large amount of
praise of this particular charucter to the
Ministry of the day. That they have
done good, for thut we praise them.
That they have not used Lo the full extent
the vast and irresistable power which has
been within their reach, and have not
used that puwer for their own aggrandise-
ment at the expense of the country, is
also a matter for which they should be
praised ; and I commend them for this,
because I am free to admit—standing as
I do in direct opposition, and prepared to
criticise to the fullest extent, prepared
with boldness, and I hope also with
conscientiousness, to criticise every action
of this Government or any other Govern-
ment that may sit upon the Treasury
benches—that T hope I shall never, in
the House or out of the House, be un-
willing to recognise the qualities of the
men to whom, for various reasons, I may
for the time being be opposed. I trust
the day will never come, m our national
life, when any hon. mewbers, sitting in
any part of this House, will refuse to
recognise worth when they see it; will
refuse to acknowledge energy when they
have it placed before them, or refuse to
acknowledge integrity of purpose when
it is plainly manifested by those in action.
Whatever differences of opinion there may
be in this colony about the Government,
when their actions necessarily come under
review, I think there is no difference of
opinion in this particular, that the House,
the country, the people of this colony, and
I think those out of the colony, are satis-
fied in this, at any rate, that the Govern-
ment have proper intentions and right
purposes, and have an earnest desire to
carry on this country to success. Ad-
mitting that, we may yet be pardoned if.
in some minor matters, we on this side of
the House differ as to the modes, the
purposes, the plans, and the suggestions
which the Government bring before this
House. In some things I do differ from
them, and differ very materially; but in |
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the few words I have to say to-night I
feel that, as the actions of the Govern-
ment are distinctly under review, and as
I have heen compelled, in doing what I
believe to be my duty, to criticise some-
what severely some actions of the Govern-
ment, it is fair and honest in me to make
these expressions, which I do sincerely,
in regard to the nction of the Government
as & whole, Coming now to the subject
before the House, it must be, and I am
sure it is, a matter for congratulation to
all members of this House, and mnst
especially be a matier for congratulation
to the Government, to find the country
in the flourishing condition in which it is
to-day. The most sanguine expectations
have been realised. Members who sit
on the Ministeria) side of the House are
in the habit, when we on this side advo-
cate caution and discretion and care, of
charging us with being pessimistic, with
baving no faith in the country, and
with having no confidence in the future.
This kind of charge can hardly be said
to apply to wme, however, when 1 have,
for twa years in succession, told the
Treasurer, on occasions like this, that be
had largely under-estimated the income of
the colony for the vear. Last yearI told
the Treasurer that he had largely under-
estimated hiz revenue, that his estimate
was at least £350,000 under the probable
receipts ; and I said then I did not dis-
approve of under-¢stimating, because the
conditions of this country are such that
there 8 a tendency to extravagance—I
do not say by the Government, but by
the people—there is a tendency to rush
to the Government and expect them to
spend money here and spend it there,
without considering whether such ex-
penditure is justified by the conditions
in which we find ourselves. If there is
one thing above another that I would
commend the Grovernment. for, it is for
their firmness in resisting many of the
applications which bave been made to
them in this particular direction, and I
hope the present prosperity will not lead
them to depart from this wholesome rule.
It is better to be under than to be over,
in our estimates, in times like these. The
fatal thing, in fHourishing times, is for us
to get into a system of extravagant living,
from which it will be difficult for us to
retrace our steps, difficult to retrench,
painful to all concerned; and it is in-



608

Annual Estimates :

finitely better to be careful in our ex-
penditure, in order that we may not have
this painful reflection in the time that is
to come. Now, I am optimistic for many
years to come, but I do say the time is
coming—I hope it is far off-—when it
will be necessary for us to shorten sail.
I hope it is not near, but it will come, as
sure as night follows day. With the
certainty thut such a time will come, it is
absclutely necessary that we should exer-
cise care and forethought, and not com-
mit ourselves to permanent expendi-
ture which cannot easily be reduced. I
have made this statement on former
oceasions, and I feel it necessary to
make the same statement now, that
I vhink the Treasurer has under-estimated
his revenue again, I caleulate that the
estimate i3 at least £400,000 under
the probable receipts. [Tware PreMIER:
I hope s0.] But I also venture to say
that the Treasurer of any country ought
to be able to estimate the revenue some-
thing nearer than one-sixth of its actual

return, and that such an estimateis nota .

guide for this House, and is ot a guide
for the country. If the Treasurer comes
into this House and tells us we shall have
£2,400,000 to spend during the coming
year, when he really has or will have, ata
low estimate—because I am certain that
T am rather below than above the actual

ures—when he really will have
£2,800,000, T say such an estimate
places this House at a disadvantage with
regard to the policy which it may be
disposed to carry out. It acts on my
mind in this way. The Government come
to us and ask us to nndertake large public
works, and if the Government will show
the House and the country that, over and
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this absolute fact that, with its present
resources, this Government will be fully
taxed, with the whole of its resources and
the whole of its cupacity, to complete the
works bere provided for, without adding
anything else to the list; and, more than
that, I am satisfied the Govermment
will not be able to complete these
works with the means at their disposal.
Why, then, are we to go in for a loan
policy, when we have plenty of money of
our own to spend, and when we cannot

. speud the whole of the money with the

labour and facilities available? I have
dealt with this point on a former occasion,
and I say again that I know, from ex-
perience, that you can never stop a loan
policy, wise or unwise, when il has once
commenced. T know there is no use in
attempting to make anything like a
forcible attack on a Government that has
a large surplus; for, no matter what thev
do, I know that those people who shake

. their heads and say they do not believe in
* a loan policy, will very carefully appro-

priate their portion of that policy, and
will very steadily assist in the ¢reation of
the policy. Consequently, knowing that

- I stand probably very much alone, not
. only in this House but in the country, in

my view of the question of loan money, I
do not intend to occupy the time I might
occupy if the conditions were different.

" I donot want to weary hon. members on

the one hand, and I do not want to waste
the time of the House on the other. There

" are only a few figures that I desire to

above what they deem to be the necessary

public works spoken of in these Estimates,
they will have a surplus of .£400,000 or
£500,000, then I ask where is the neces-
sity of going in for « loan policy? This
is the point on which I join issue with
the Government on the present occasion.
In these HEstimates we have provision
made for public works all over the colony
—1I do not complain of that, for I think
the Bstimates have been carefully pre-
parcd, and that most of the works are

bring before the attention of hon. mem-
bers, and T do this for only one purpose.
In the year that has gone, our imports
werevalued at £3,774,951,and our exports
were £1,332,554. Both these returns
contain gold. The export of gold is about
covered by the import of sovereigns ; con-
sequently we did not send away gold to
pay our debts, but we simply sent away
gold to get it coined, or, at any rate, a
sufficient quantity has come back in
sovereigns-—perhaps imported by the
banks, perhaps sent here for investment

! in our wmines and properties— ab any rate,

necessatry, also that a great amount of |

judgment has been shown by the Gov.
ernment in the selection of the works

they propose to carry out—but we have

a sufficient quantity of sovereigns has been
returned to this colony to pay for the gold
which had been exported; so that the
relative conditions remain the same, irre-
spective of the question of gold, the one
side balancing the other. The difference
between the imports and the exports,
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to which I would draw special atten- !
tion, amounts to the alarming sum of
£2,442.397. Last vear I pointed out that
a horrowing policy in every case has this
tesult, that it always reduces exports and ]
always inflates imports. But when we
coine to look at this more closely, it
impresses me even more strongly from
anocther standpoint than the one I have
mentioned. The imports for 1896 were
valued at £3,774,951, and the imports
for 1895 were valued at £2,114,414;
showing that the increase in the imports
for the vear that has goune is £1,660,537.
Now, while we have increased our imports
by £1,660,537, we have increased our
exports by only £81,148, and in the total
of these exports nearly ove million was
gold. But, as I have said, I do ot
bring gold into the question, because the
import of sovereigns balances the export
of gold. I am not surprised, in some
respects, that hon. members should he
anxious, exceedingly anxions, to promote
our agricultural interests. There is no
one more anxious than I amn to do that,
althongh I may look at the question from
a different standpoint. While I give
other members every credit for their
anxicty to develop agriculture, and while
I join with them from my own standpoint
in desiring to do so, yet I hope they will
admit that I am as sincere from my
standpoint as they are from theirs.
I say no country can be permanently
prosperous that maintains a large discrep-
ancy between its exports and its imports.
It simply comes to this, that we have
stopped earning mouey and are living
upon borrewed woney; and the result of
this process is that, if you are to keep up
prosperity, you must keep up a systen of
borrowing. AsI said on the Address-in-
Reply. we have come to the parting of
the ways, and T fear that the Parliament
and the country are prepared to take the
wrong way. They are disposed to go
into a loan policy, which will not stop
until London refuses to lend, and which is
not a self-sustaining policy, that of doing
public works cut of leans. There is no
need for this colony, in the condition
which it is in to-day, to start upon a
course which has proved to he disastrous
in the other colonies, and which must,
from force of circumstances, lead to the
same result in Western Australia; for,
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have sufficient money coming in during
the next three years to pay for public
works, The Treasurer estimates that the
population of the colony will about double
itself in the next three years, when,
aceording to the hon. gentleman’s figures,
there will be nearly a quarter of amillion of
people here. I think the Treasurer over-
estimates the increase, but that circum.
stance only accentuates the position I
tuke, Not only will the Treasurer have
half a million of money to spend bevond
the amount of his estimate, in the year
that is coming, but iu the years that are
to follow these increases will come in the
sune ratio—that is if the population
increases as the Treasurer estimates, and
probably he is right. Thut heing so, this
colony will be in the position of enabling
the Government to cartry out, with current
revinue, all the public works that it would
be possible to complete in the time. By
doing so we should be absolutely safe,
and we should free ourselves from all
contingencies in the future, whether the
future turn out well or ill. It is possible,
and I hope it is not only possible but
probuble, that the great success which
lies before this colony will he sufficient
to make good and to overcome any defects
of poligy to which I refer—that is if the
present Government, or any other Gov-
ernment, if there is ever to be another
Government, do not stop at the loan that
is proposed for the present year. I may
say that I should not have much fear for
the future of this country if I could only
feel sure that the £5,000,000 loan would
end the borrowing; but I feel sure that
this £5,000,000 will grow to £50,000,000
if the loan policy is allowed to go on,
and that it will bring disaster in the
years to come, I think there has been
no time in the history of Western Aus-
tralia, and probably there ncver will
he such a time, when it will be so easy
for the Government to confine itself to
the construction of public works out of
its own resources, as it is at the present
time. It would be wise to construct the
goldfields water supply scheme out of
our own money, instead of out of loan
money. If we did so, the work would be
done 1n less than five vears, as we should
receive as much surplus revenue within
the five years as the Treasurer proposes
to borrow, and we shounld be able to keep
within the linits of our own income, and
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maintain our present strong position. I
enter my protest, as I purpose doing on
every possible occasion, against the loan
policy. I have suffered from it in Vic.
toria, and have seen the effects of it in
other countries. I should be faithless to
my convictions, and to the trust reposed
in me as a member of this House, if I
did ot enter my protest against that
policy. As we shall have the oppor-
tunity, in committee, of eriticising the
Estimates in detail, I will nnly, at this
gtage, refer to one or two items. The
estimates of public works have, I have
said, been carefully prepared, and I think
most of the works are wise. I notice
that Newcastle has a very large propor-
tion-sufficient, I should say, for a place
having a population of about 40,000
people.

Tae PreEmier: That money was voted
last year.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : Probably that
explanation is the correct one, that the
public works voted for Newcastle last
year have not been carcied out, and I
would suggest that they never should
be. The construction of the York-
Greenhills railway, which was forecasted
in the Budget Speech, and for which an
item appears ou the Estimates, I regard
as & purely political railway. It is not
in the interests of the country to make
this line ; but as it is to be built out of
revenue, and as we can do as we like
with our own, even if we waste the
money, possibly it will be as well to
build that railway. From the slight
knowledge I have of the couniry, Ido
not think it is wise to make the line from
York. Tt should start from Beverley,
80 a5 to connect with the goldfields line
and give the local producers communica-
tion with the best market in the colony.
In conclusion, I want to remark that I
notice the large increases given to the
higher officers of the public service. I
have called attention to this before, and
would like houn. members to seriously
consider whether it is fair to keep on
raiging the salaries of highly paid officers,
and to leave the poorly paid civil servants
practically where they were, While highly
paid officers are being raised £50 or £100,
and in some cases £200 a year, the rank
and file, who really do the work, are left
alone. Now I thivk that in these
prosperous times, if we deal with our
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public service at all we should deal fairly,
and that the lower-grade men who work
in the railway and other departments
should share in the general prosperity.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RarLwavs?
There have been increases in the Rail-
way Department.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I am very
pleased to hear it, and I am sure it is
very satisfactory to all concerned. I
want to emphasise the fact that the men
who are working for 6s., 7s., or 8s. a
day in the public service ouu'ht to have
some little consideration shown them in
these prosperous times, and in a colony
in which the cost of rent and of living is
so high. It is easy for the Government
to say they could get plenty of wen to
fill the places of these men; but, as
business men, we know it 1s better to
have men who are fairly well satisfied,
instead of constantly changing them, and
espectally railway men. I promised that
I would not detuin the House; so I
will now conclude by congratulating
the Government upon the prosperons
condition in which we find ourselves.
I congratulate them on one point in
particular, that they have at last, some-
what slowly, admitted that the prosperity
of this coleny is due to our great gold-
mining indusiry. Last session and the
session before, it was quite common to
hear, from the Ministerial side of the
House, complaints of the vast amounts of
moncy that were being expended on the
goldfields, and of the money that was
being carried away from the South to the
mining centres. I am glad that the
opinion of the Government and of
Ministerial members has changed, and
that it is now admitted the prosperity of
the colony is to u very large extent, if not
wholly, dnc to the development of the
great gold-mining industry. T am glad
to notice that the Gou.lmnent are pre-
pared to assist that industry to some
extent by removing the duty on mining
machinery. I should have been glad if
they could havegone further, and sacrificed
sume of the £98,000 or thereabouts that
is annually paid in Customs duties in this
colony upon the absolute necessaries of
life. T think the conditions of this colony
are such that we could do without these
duties, and that so far as revenue is con-
cerned we shouid have a large portion of it
recouped in the increase of prosperity and
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of production. T am sorry the Govern-
ment do not see their way to make
further reductions in the tariff, but we
must be thankful for small mercies, 1
suppose. While making that remark, T
am fully in accord with the opinion of
the Treasurer, and I think he echoes the
voice of the people, that they would prefer
public works to go on rather than there
should be reduced taxation and no works;
but, at the same time, it should be
remembered that the cost of those works
and the cost of mining operations would
be lessened if the cost of living were
cheapened. I do not think the Stute or
the revenue would suffer, if the Govern-
ment could have seen their way to pro-
yosé afurther redudtion of duties, and I
am sorry they did not do so. On the
whole, however, I am able to congratulate
the Government upon the caretully pre-
pared Estimates, providing a large
number of public works, which hare been
equally distributed, and showing that a
considerable amount of judgment has
been used in selecting them. I congratu-
late the Government and the counfry
upon the position in which we stand, and
I hope that next year it will be found
that my forecast of the revenue will be
a8 right as it was last year. [Tue PrE-
MIER: Hear, hear.]

Vote put and passed.

Erxecutive Counerl, £296—agreed to.

Leyislative Council, £2,690—agreed to.

Legislative Assembly, £4,025—agreed
to.

Cororx1al TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT.
Office of Colonial Secretary, £3,810:
Mr. A. FORREST asked why the

Chief Clerk and Registrar was not recom-
mended for an increase. He was au old
and valuable officer, who had heen in the
service about 25 years. When such an
officer was passed over without an in-
crease, hon. members were entitled to
know the reason.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest)
said the officer in question received an
increase of £50 last year, and it was not
the rule to udd to an ofticer's salary every
vear, although the officer referred to was
a very deserving one.

Mr. HIGHAM said no provision was
made for the electoral registrars of the
new districts formed under the amending
Constitution Act,
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Tre PREMIER said the Government
would take the responsibility of the ex-
penditure, as soon as the Bill in question
became Jaw.

Vote put and passed.

Awndit, £3,930—agreed to.

Medical, £53,853—agreed to.

Police, £87,580:

Mr. MORAN said he would like to see
the pay of the police increased, especially
on the goldfields, where a very superior
body of men performed duty with ex-
emplary zeal, discretion, and efliciency, so
that they were held in general respect by
the people of those centres.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said that, al-
though the Treasurer had assured him,

“last session, that the police had a Sunday

off, it was not 80, and he must again
press this matter on the Minister’s atten-
tion. Amnother matter that gave rise to
much disaffection in the force was that
the men were compelled to wear the
uniform whenever they appeared in
public, even in their leisure time. A
member of the force could not accompany
his wife for a walk, when off duty, with-
out wearing the police uniform, and this
rule was felt to be unreasonable and op-
pressive. On the other hand, some con-
stables were sent on duty wearing only a
badge to distinguish them from civilians ;
and, believing one of these guardians of
the law 11 mufti to be a civilian, a citizen
the other day resisted urrest, and some-
what serivus consequences were the
result.

Tue PREMIER {(Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said the member for Nannine had
informed them last session, and the
session before he had also referred to
these matters of a Sunday off for the
police, and the wearing of uniform when
not on duty. He (the Premier) had
asked for a report from the Commissioner
of Police in regard to these two points,
and he would have pleasure in laying that
report on the table of the House. In
regard to a former complaint as to pro-
motions being made outside the force, he
had always been opposed to persons from
outside being promoted over the heads of
older officers; and, although he might
not be able to carry out his wishes in all
things, he hud been able to do so in that
respect up to the present. The men
would paturally feel, when outsiders were
brought in and placed in the only good
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positions in the foree, that it was dis-
heartening. It was necessary to give
promotion in the service in order to
encourage better men to enter it, there
being more prospect for them. That was
the rule i force at the present time, and
he did not think there had been any cases
for some time past in which any officer
had been appointed from outside the
force.

Mr. B. F. Sworn: Does that apply
also to the civil service ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8irJ. Forrest) :
The rule was applied to the civil service
as far as possible. but hon. members
must remember that a large number of
new officers were required in the service,
When so many officers were required,
some being required to have special
knowledge, promotion in the service could
not always meet these requirements; hut
it was the intention of the Government,
as far as possible, to give promotion to
officers already in the service. He would
loak -up the repert of the Commissioner
of Police in regard to the points referred
to by the member for Nannive, and lay it
on the table of the House. With regard
to men being on duty in plain clothes, the
detoctives of course did not wear uniform,
and he understood it had been found
necessary to put some of the constables
on duty in plain clothes, with a badge,
as their uniforms were not ready.

Mz. SOLOMON said the ration allow-
ance for police in certain districts did
not seem very liberal.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest)
said the allowance did appewr low, and
he had called the attention of the Com-

missioner to it; Lut the Commissioner’

seemed to  think the allowance was
sufficient, he betng able to get iy number
of men on those terus,
Vote put and passed.
Gaols, £22,683 3s.—ugreed to.
Roitnext Establishment, £3.630—agreed
to. .
Printing, £19.618 9. Gd.—agreed
to.
Observatory, £3,364 4s.—agreed to.
Registry, £3,890-—agreed to.
Charitable Institutions, £15,790
Mr. HASSELL asked why the meat
allowance to the paupers in Albany had
been stopped? He had it on the hest
authority that this allowance had heen
stopped.
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Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he had not heard anything about
that, and thought the hon member must
have been misinformed. All the Crown
institutions were victualled in the same
way.

Vote put and passed.

Government Gardens, £1,300 - agreed
to.

Defences, £21,585 11s. 4d.:

Me. A. FORREST drew attention to
the fact that the amount of this vote was
double that for the last year. He noticed
that the commandant’s salary had been
increased by £100 a year, and that the
services of another valued officer, who
did his work well, were not recognised
by an increase. That seemed to be the
regular course, the head of the depart-
ment obiaining an advance of salary, and
the next officer, who usually had to do
most of the work, being overlooked. A
salary of £250 for the adjutant was not
a great deal. He was wllowed £50 for
lodging, while the commandant got £100,
and presumably the adjutant would re-
quire as good a house as the commandant.
Could not the Treasurer see his way to
give this old and valued officer an in-
vrease of salary of at least £50 a year?
The Defence vote was getting to serions
proportions, although they were not a
fighting community. The sumof £21,000
was o good proportion of the public
revenne, and that sum might be Detter
spent i1 the Fremantle harbour works.
He failed to see what good the Defencs
forces did for the people of the coleny.
They could not cxpect, with their simnall
army, to be able to protect themselves in
time of war, while the presence of the
little force might he w source of menace
to themn, inducing an enemy to come and
blow Fremantle up. The country was
prosperous, and hon. members were not
in the bumour to eriticise the Estimates
too clusely, knowing they had been care-
fully prepared: but they would ask the
attention of the Govermmnent in cases
where deserving officers had heen over-
looked.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
said the reason the adjutant had
heen overlooked was that no re-
quest had been made for an increase
of salary for him. He (the Premier)
had no desire to cet down that officer’s
salary, for he was a very good officer ; but,
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at the same time, hon. members knew
thut the Treasury did not prepare all the J
details of the Estimates. The figures |
under the heading of “ Defences™ were |
recommended to the Minister by the -
head of the department. The adjutant |
received £250 a vear as sulary, £50 a '
year lodging allowance, und x50 a year
for travelling expenses. The travelling
allowance was not supposed to be an
emolument.  He would be glad to consult
with the commandant with regard te this
matter. The reason the vommandant
had an increase was that the Government
had found him an excellent officer, and
they wished to vocourage a good man.
Loaking at the posiiion he ocoupied, the |
swlary of £500 was not.quite adeguate; |
and, with regord te house allowance,
rents had risen very much since the wom-
mandant arrived 1o the colony.  The
colony was fortunate in having such a
very good officer in command of the
forces, und he (the Premier) believed the
volunteers would very soon be an efticient,
defence force.

Mnr. HASSELL, rveferring to item 45,
“Contribution towards mantenance of
garrison at Albany, £1,100,” said the
garrison of permanent avtillery at Albany
was su small as to be almost useless, and
unless steps were taken o improve it,
the garrison hud better be done away
with. The number of the garrison was
not suflicient by one half. The garrison
in case of war would be o menace to the
town, instead of a profection. It would |
be better to strike the item out alto-
gether, than leave it as at present.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
sald it was remarkable that the houn.
member had called attention to the
smallness of the garrison only after it
had been in existence for several years.
This was a federal fort and garrison, and
if they could get the other colonies to
contribute more largely, the Government
would increase the force, which at the
present time was on a peace footing of
thirty men. Even thirty men were
better than no force at all, for
they kept the guns in order and all ready
for times of emergency. Under the
proposal of the commandant, there would |
be m Albany an auxiliary force of one |
hundred men, who, with the permanent -
garrison, would be able to show a very |
good face te an enemy if he appeared. |
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Mr. HASSELL said that they had
been looking for a lony tiine now for an
increase of the garrison.

Mgr. WOOD said this vote should be
increased, as it was necessary to provide
a strouger gurrison at Albany. He had
inspected the forts there, und was of
opinion that, in the event of war, those
forts would e vo better thun slaughter-
houses, owing to the rocks being all
around. AJl that an enemy would have to
do would be to fire at the rocks, and the
splinters would kall every man in the
neighbourhoad,

My, ILLINGWORTH, referring to

L Item 51. “ Headquarters band, mainten-

unce and incidental expenses, £200,” said
-he agreod . with the member for- West
Kimberley thut the whole of the monev
would be absolutely wasted. The head-
quariers band was the best purf of the
Defence force, and pretty well all that the
public would get in return tor the expen-
diture of £21,000. As a Defence vote it
was a delusion, for there was no defence
in it of any use whatever. Members
must know that wny force that could be
raised in Western Australin would be of
uo nse whatever. Tf they were to have a
Defence vote at ail, they ought to have a
good band, and he was in favour of
increasing the allowance on that item.

Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that the amount for the bunds was
Placed on the estinates by the com-
mandant, who was himself desirous of
having u good band, and there could be
no doubt the amouunt proposed would
provide it.

Mr. MOBAN, referring to item 57,
“ Small Arms, Ammunttion, £700,” said
he had received a commnnication from
residents at Kalgoorlie, who were anxious
to form a rifle corps there, What they
wanted was to know whether the Govern-
ment would supply small arms, am-
munition, and uniforms ? He would like
the Premier to give an answer to the
quustion, in order to let the people at
Kalgoorlie thoronghly understand the
position tuken by the Government. He
thought these rifle corps would be much
more useful in time of war, judging frown
the experience in South Afriea, than ordin.
ary soldiers would be. He was in favour
of cocouraging every man to handle a
vile.  As to the point raised by the
member for West Kimberley, he too
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would like to see the salary of the
adjutant increased.

Tar PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he could not then give the informa-
tion asked for, us to the formation of a
rifle corps at Kalgoorlie, but would nuke
inquiries and let the hon. member know
the result.

Mr. SOLOMON said he noticed that
item 61, ¢ Field-day-expenses, guards of
honour and parades, £5,000,” had been
increased to that amount from £2,058.
Why was this increase made ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the increase was made in the
item because it was proposed to give
more gratuities, and also give more
In capitation grant than was given
at the present time. Hon. members
would notice, from the repors of the
commundant, what it was proposed to do
in the future for the improvement of the
Defence forces. It was intended each
year to pass the best men of the volunteer
force into a partially paid force. That
system had been in existence for a year,
and the commandant proposed to extend
it, as it had proved a great success By
this means it was hoped to give the
volunteers more interest in their work.
Bome time ago it was intended to have a
partially paid militia, but the proposal
did not wmeet with the approval of this

. House, and the estimate for it was not
passed. In lieu of that proposal, the
present system had been instituted by the
commandant, and it appeared to be work-
ing well and was popular with the men.
The colony was fortunate in having such

an officer as the present commandant, and

the money spent in that direction was
not wasted. He (the Premier) would like
to see the movement extend, as he believed
it would pay the colony both by the good
it did to the men and by the assistance it
gave to the country. He hoped they
would not get into a way of thinking
there was no need for defence, as in time
of war a small body of men, well armed
and disciplined, would be better than ten
times the number of undisciplined men.
He hoped that, as the colony gob richer
and more important, the military spirit
would not altogether die out.

M=e. A. FORREST said the explana.
tion given by the Treasurer was not satis-
factory. Last yeur they spent £2,058,
and this year they were called upon
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to pay £5000 for field-day sports.
[Tue Premier: No.] Well, it was for
field-day expenses. The Premier told
them he hoped they would go on, so that
next year they might he called on to pay
£12,500. All the other colonies were
reduciog their defence force expenditure,
but this colony was building up a big
detence force. The officer in charge of
the departiment was a gentleman they all
admired, but he had the fault of being
extravagant in  his estimates, as the
amount had been increased by £10,000.
The sum of £5,000 was a piece of extrava-
gance, as it would practically do no good.
No one could say, if a hostile force
landed at Fremuntle, thut owr defenders
could stop it. This coleny had to depend
on a country (England) strong emough
to defend them, and he hoped the com-
mandant, would be informed that the
committee viewed with dissatisfaction the
items of extra expunditure.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the commandant, in bhis report
or page 5, stated—*The pay of this
“ partially paid force of 900 strong,
“pamely 200 artillery and 700 in-
“fantry, would amount to £5000 a
“vear; and it was with a view to being
“able to carry out this scheme that I
“asked for the sum of £5,000 to he
“placed on the Estimates for field-day
“gxpenses, &c., for the current vear.”
He (the Premier) thought the foree
would increase under the new arrange-
ment, and the £5,000 asked for would be
money well spent, but he would bear in
mind the remarks of the hon. member.

Mr. HASSELL said he had bheen in-
formed that not one single West Aus-
tralian lad enlisted in the permanent
defence force at Albany during the whole
time it had been in existence,

Mr. COOKWORTHY said the defence
expenditure was in a great measure
wasted, and that if the snme amouut were
gpent on the military training of young
men in the colony at certain times of the
year, by teaching them to handle weapons,
and giving them o little military drilling,
this system would be more advantageous,
as it would teach them habits of discip-
line, and also result in the creation of a
force which could be used at some future
tirme for the defence of the country.

Mz. WOOD asked whether the Premier
had noticed that the amount of £1,350
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for capitation money was in addition to '
the amount of £5,000.

Tae PREMIER (Hon, 8ir J. Forrest)
saidl this was only for uniferms.

Vote put and passed.

Adwmirally Surveys, £11,748 6s:

Mz. A. FORREST said it was usual
for the Imperial Government to pay one-
half towards the cost of coustal surveys,
and be wsked whether representations
had been made to the authorities in
England Lo reimburse the colony to that
extent. .

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) |
suid he had communicated, through the
Governor, with the Secretury of State,
also with the Agent General in England,
asking the latter to seck a personal inter-
view with the Secretary of State, and
urge the Imperial Government to con-
teibute towards the cost of this swrvey, |
as had heen done in the Quecnslund
coastal surveys. He had suggested that
the contribution should he one-half the
cost. Having taken this action, he ex-
pected the Imperial authorities would
consent to contribute, as it was only
reasonable they should contribute.

M=r. HASSELL said that, whether the
Tmperial Governinent contributed or not,
he would support the vote.

Vote put and passed.

Centval Board of Health, £394:

Mr. SOLOMON asked whether it
would not be wise to provide for a
general inspector to assist and have o
certain amount of supervision over local
boards. This would be a great assistance
to local hoards, beuring in mind what
had taken place lately.

Mr. MORAN said, as a resident of
Perth, he would like to strike out the lHne
“ Becretary and chief inspector of nuis-
“ances, £150," as they pud thot amount
but got for it more than £150 worth of
bad smells. What were the duties of that
officer 7

Tae Prenier: He controls the whole
of the health of the colony.

Mg, MORAN said it was a convenient
peg for him on which to express the
opinion that Perth could beat the world
for concentrated bad smells in a small
area.

Mr. WOOD said the powers of the
Central Board should be extended so as
to control the quarantine both on the
seaboard and inland.

.
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Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

+ said the Board wus not a hard-worked

one. He agreed that the system needed
reorganising, und must be taken in hand
as soon as possible. The Central Board
of Health, as at present constituted, re-
quired re-organising ; but, te get a proper
board, it would have to be paid. He asked
the committee to puss this vote, and the
Government would undertake to look into
the matter and sce if they could not put
the board on a proper basis.

Vote put and passed.

Treaswry, £7,961 6s. 2d.—ayreed to.

London Agency, £3,650:

Mr. GEORGE asked whether the
Government were taking steps to keep
the Agent General better informed as to
the requirements of this country, by
Torwarding reports.

Tweg PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
gaid the Governinent were trying to keep
the Agent General fully supplied with
all the information necessary about the
colony. Directions bad been given to the
Governinent Printer to forward to the
Agent General all printed documents and
rgports likely to be of use in the London
oftice,

M=zr. GEORGE asked whether the
Government had taken steps to put the
Agent General in passession of sufficient
information in regard to the railway
rolling stock required, so that he ight
be able to avail himself of any favourable
condition of the market in England or
elsewhere for obtaining supplies. A
large quantity of rails and fittings, and
also rolling stock, would be required for
the contracts to be let shortly, and the
Agent General should be placed in the
sane position as a buyer for an ordinary
commervial concern. Did the Govern-
ment inteud to go on with the twopenny-
balfpenuy policy of the last few years,
and wait until the necessity was forced
on them before ordering supplies ¥

Tae Premier: It is all right—get on.

M=z. GEORGE said he wanted some-
thing more definite than that.

Vote put and passed.

Customs, £29,312 :

Mr. WOOD asked how it was the
“Blue Book " for last year had not been
issued yet.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he regretted that the “ Blue Book”
was not ready vet. All sorts of excuses
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were made as to delays in the printing,
but he had no doubt it was pearly ready
now.

Mr. WOOD, referring to item 28,
“Jerquer, £270, increase £20,” said it
seemed to have fallen to his lot to call
attention to the inadequate salary of this
officer, year after year. An increase of
ounly £20 was given this vear, while for
the chief landing surveyor an increase of
£100 was given. The former officer had
been, to his certain knowledge, in the
service at least 30 years, and his salavy
should be at least £300. He (Mr. Wood)
had protested before that this officer
seemed to be kept down in the service,
although he was Lknown to be a really
good, honest officer.

M=r. SOLOMON said he could bear
out all that the hon. wember had said.
He had known this officer for 30 years,
and could suy he was one of the best
officers in the service.

Mr. HIGHAM supported the remarks
as to thig officer, who was most deserving,
and his salary should be raised to £300.

Trz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the amount of this officer’s salary
was that which the head of the depart-
ment had recommended. This officer’s
claim to an inecrease had not been
altogether forgotten, as last year he
received an increase of £30, and now an-
other £20 was put down, so thit he was
gradually going up, und these increases
did not look as if his merits were ignored.

Me. WOOD, referring back to item 3,
“ Btatistical Clerk, £300; increase, £43,”
said last year the House refused an
increase, but this officer was now set
down for an increase of £45.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to item 104,
“ Sub-Collector of Customs, Perth, £325,
increase £80,” asked whether the Govern-
ment were not ashamed of that small
rise?  For an officer helding so impor-
tant a position, the increase ought
certainly to have heen about another
£50. Taking the revenue now received
at the Perth bhond, it showed an increase
from £1,500 a month formerly to about
£11,004 a mounth at present, and yet the
ofticer in charge of this bond was put
down for a miserable rise of £50. The
Perth bond was proving a great conveni-
ence and saving to the merchants in
Perth, as compared with the trouble and
expense they had in getting things up
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from the bond at Fremantle; for it was
now possible to get stuft from the Bastern
colomies or from London, and clear it in
Perth, in half the time that it took to get
the stoff from Fremuntle and clear it
down there. His own firm, for instance,
were enabled, by importing goods from
London through Albany and on to Perth,
lo get the gouds into their premises two
days after arrival in Perth, * The men
who were carrying on this increasing
business at the Perth bond were entitled
to be treated equitably and respectably.
and a rise of £50 a vear for the Sub-
Collector in Perth was paltry. No
jealousy ou the part of Fremantle, in
regard to importations coming through
Albauy, or i regard to the bond in Perth,
should be allowed to affect these salaries.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he was glad to hear the hon.
member advocating even greater increases
than had been placed on the Estimates;
for, considering the pressure that was
congtantly brought to bear on the Gov-
erminent by neavly all officers in the
service, the Grovernment might congratu-
late themselves that they had not suc-
cumbed altogether to the influences
around them. If the hon. member for the
Murray thought the Government should
rive a higher salary to this officer, he (the
Premier) did not know what prinaple
the hon. member would like themn to work
on. This oflicer’s salary was increased
last vear from £250 to £273, and now a
further increase of £50 was made in the
Estimates ; and as these increases in two
years amounted to £75, the hon. member
for the Murray should be satisfied that a
fair increase had Dbeen given to this
ofticer. 1f officers were to be paid in pro-
portion to the amount of money that
passed through their hands, as the hon.
member seemed to suggest, then he (the
Premier) would like to know how much
should he paid to the Collector of Cus.
toms at Fremantle, for instance, or to the
Under-Treasurer in Perth, through whose
hands very large swns must pass. If an
officer’s salary went on increasing vear
after yeur, that officer could not complain.
It was competent fer any hon. member
to pick out some officer’s salary in ihe
Estimates, and advertise that officer in
this House by bringing his case before
it.; but this was not a good thing to do,
because those officers whose cases might
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be brought forward by hon.
were not the only ones in the service
deserving of consideration or deserving
of an increase of salary.
a very good man; he had been promoted

.2 SerTEMBER, 1896.]

members

This afficer was

from Fremantie to be Sub-Collector in .

Perth, and on that appointwment he re-
ceived an increase, which was being fol-
lowed by another increase of £50 this
year,

Vote put and passed.

Hurbour and Light, £20,446—agreed to.

Goverwment Stores, £5, 747 5s. 6d. :

Mgr. GEORGE asked whether steps
bad Leen taken, as far as possible, to call
for tenders within the colony for the
materialsrequired asstores, or whetherthe
Grovernment were going on with the anti-
quated system by which, if a few pins or
a few pens were required, they must be
ordered from Englaud by a rontine pro-
cess, through the Agent Geuneral, and
the order must necessarily pass through
bis hands. Representatives of all the
large manufactories in the world were
now endeavouring to bring the wmerits
of their manufactures and productions
under the immediate notice of the Gov.
croment Storekeeper and heads of de-
partments. and this way of doing busi-
ness was likely to bring about better
results than the old syvstem of sending
requisitions to London for a continuance
of antiquated things fhat might have
been in  use many years ago. The
Government departments in this colony
should be up to date in all requirements,
and this could best be done by dealing
directly with the representatives of firins
whe now came to the colouy to
supply the wants of tie Govern-
ment and the commercial houses. Al
though these representatives were now
lumomg the newest and best things
under notice in the colony, so that orders
for requirements might be given in a
dirvect way, vet lie was told it continued
10 be impossible for an order to be given
to them here, because the order had to go
through the Agent General in London, in
continuance of an old system that had
become antiquated.

Tre PREMIER (Hen. Sir J. Forrest)
satd the prastice adopted by the Govern-
ment Storekeeper was to advertise in
the colony for annval supplies of all
kinds required, outside of the large !
expenditure on loan account.

~ wanted to know whether
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called the “line upon line” system of
tendering, and by it the Government had
the option of selecting whichever items
were lowest in o tender, and not neces-
sarily accepling the tender as awhele. In
regard to supplying tenders from England,
the rule of the service was that all sup-
plics should be ordered through the
Agent General, who clled for ten-

ders in England for wbat was re-
quired; and, in dealing with tenders,
the Ageni General had the advice

of consulting engineers who acted
for the Government in such mattors,
and he could aceept the best tender. In
regard to stationery, it was tendered for
in the colony, although he (the Premier)
was not prepared to say the Government
get any advantage from that system— in-
deed, his opinion was that they did
not.

Mr. GEorGE : It would empley labour
in the country, surely.

Trr PREMIER (E[uu Sir J. Furrest):
No; that was not the effect of it, for he
believed the material was imported from
Melhourne, and then supplied to the Gov-
crument here. It scemed to him the Agent
General was more competent to deal with
manufacturers on the spot, in England,
than the Government of this colony
would be in dealing with agents or re-
presentatives who might come here on
behalf of mavufacturers in England or
the colonies. He Lelieved the practice in
New Sonth 'Wales was that rlway rails
and almost everthing required were
tendered for in the colony, and the large
firms who made the contracts had to ship
the goods and deliver them; but in this
colony that condition was uot yet reached,
although if he could see any advantage
in it the Government wonld mtroduce it.
Nothing bad been brought to his notice
showing that the present system was not
good, or was not economical.

Mr. GEORGE said the Premier had
misunderstood him.  Some of the largest
manufacturing firms in the world were
now represented directly in this colony,
and in that way would bring the newest
things under the notice of heads of the
Government departments; therefore he
it was not
possible for the departments to deal
directly with these representatives who
camie to the colony, and who were in a

This was | position to give information at first hand
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respecting all the articles which they
made or supplied.

Taz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that when a department wanted
particular goods from England, a full
description of the articles required, and
probably the name of the firm and the
number in a particular catalogue of prices,
were usually sent to the Agent General
for guidance in ordering the articles
named in the indent. If the agent of a
wanutacturing firm cwme to this colouny
and showed the officers of a department
that he made a good article, the probability
was that the firm represented by that
agent, and the particular article in that
firm’s catalogue, would be mentioned to
the Ageut General when the order was
sent to England. He helieved that was
done every day,

Vote put and passed.

Literary, Scientifie, ond Agricultural
Grants, £10,950:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH asked what
provision was heing made for the Victoria
Public Library. Was it intended to
erect the new building near the Museum ?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
sauid that was the intention. A sum of
£2,500 for the upkeep of the Victoria
Public Library was in this estimate, and
tenders had already been let for the
building of the first wing of the Library
on a site near the Musenm. Tt was
intended to transfer the Library to the
new building, when finished, the building
at present oceupied being rented, and not
owned by the Goverument. It was also
intended to carry on the building, by
voting the necessary funds from year to
yeur; and they would soon be able to
have a Public Library and 2 Museum in
that convenient part of the city, on a
scale which would be a credit to the
colony.

Vote put and passed.

Burean of Agricwliure, £7,000:

Mz. A. FORREST asked whether the
Government intended to give alump sum
of £7,000 for the members of the Bureau
to spend in their own way ; because in
that case this House would only have a
report Jaid on the table showing what
bud Leen spent, but would not he able to
deal with the proposced expenditure before
it was made. This vote fur the Burean
was a new departure, a new mode of
handing over a lump sum to a body of
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trustees or managers for expenditure as
they thought fit. There had been an
obligation to do this in the case of the
Ablorigines Protection Board, but that
was a precedent which should not be
followed. The amount of this vote was
double, as compared with that of last
year, and this House was entitled to some
explanation of the expendituve, instead
of being asked to vote a lump sum. No
items were given in this year’s estimute
to show how the £7,000 wus to be ex-
pended, and he objected to vote a lump
sum in this way. It would he far better
if the items were put down in detail, so
that the committee might have an oppor-
tunity of saying whether purticular items
were right or wrong.

Tuz PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said it was not at the suggestion
of the Buareau of Agriculture that
the vote was proposed to be handed
over to that body in a lunp sum,
but other bodies of trustees, such as
those in charge of the Perth Mnuseum,
the Perth Park, and the Victoria Public
Library, obtzined votes in the same way.
As the Burean of Agriculiure was be-
coming a large office, 1t was not desired
to make it a Government department,
and therefore it was allowed to control
its own expenditure; otherwise the Gov-
ernment must bave some voice in the
appointment of its officers, who, if they
were Government oflicers, would have a
right to superannuation allowances. The
Burean submitted to the Government a
statement of how they proposed fo
expend the money that was asked for,
and at the end of the year a report was
made showing the actual expenditure,

Mr. GEORGE contended that this
House should have control over the
expenditure of the country. He objected
to any sum of money being handed over
to what was practically an irresponsible
body; therefore he moved that the
anmount of the vote be reduced by £1,000.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that when asked for a grant of
£9,000 for the Bureau, he cat it down
hy £2.000; but he did wot think that
the House would follow the hon. member
for the Murray in his amendment. The
good work done by the Burean of Agri-
culturve entitled its managers to the
thavks of the community for their gratui-
tous services.
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Mr. ILLINGWORTH said it would |
be a very improper requital for all that |
the Bureau of Agriculture had done, !
without the members of its committee 1
receiving fee or reward, if that body were
now deprived of the money necessary
for carrying out its work.

Mr. HARPER said the expenditure
of the Bureau had been increased owing
to its being called upon to carry out the
provisions of the “Destructive Imsects
Act” and the  Fertilisers Act,” which
would otherwise be a dead letter. The
Bureau had ulso to pay a higher rent this
year for their office premises.

Mgr. SIMPSON asked whether it wus
i fact that, two years ago, the Bureau
informed the Government that diseased
ieat was héing supplied” to the'jPerth
Hospital ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that had no recollection of it.

Mzr. GEORGE said that, having gained
his object of protesting against the hand-
ing over of a lump sum to any irre-
sponsible body, he would withdraw his
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Vote put and passed.

Agricwltural Bank, £1,228.

Mr. GEORGE asked why it was not
proposed to increase the salary of ‘the
manager ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that. while the Bank was not paying
its way, it was not considered to be a
good time to increase salaries, beyond
tha.t. of the clerk and accountant, which
had been done on the recommendation
of the manager. When the stitution
became a paying one, the Government
would be glad to increase the salary of
the manager.

Vote put and passed.

Pensions, £4,083 10s. 10d. :

Mg. GEORGE said he would like to
protest against this vote, but he supposed
it would be of no use to do so.

Vote put and passed.

Miscellaneous Services, £3,000: £51,151
13s. 44.

Mr. SOLOMON usked whether a
gratuily counld not be given to the chil-
dren of an old officer (deceased) named
McEwan, whose family had cnly one son
capable of assisting them.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said that if the hon. member would place
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the whole of the facts before him, he
would see what could be done, although
he knew of no case in which a gratuity
had been given to the children of an
officer deceased.

Mr. RANDELL asked for explanation
of item 5, “ Incidental expenses, £5,000.”

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that was merely an item to meet
cages of unforeseen expenditure which
might arise during the year, and not
otherwise provided for in the Estimates.
It was a lump sum which the House
entrusted to the Government for meeting
cases of expenditure in all departments
of an exceptional character.

Me. RANDELL said he bad thought
there must be something special in this

[ itém, seeing that it oceupied & moré

prominent pozition than usval in these
Estimates.

Mx. GEORGE, referring to item 6,
“ @rant to fire brigade, Perth, £50,” said
this £50 was a miserable sum to give the
fire brigade of Perth. The Government
had every reason for liberally supporting
the Perth brigade, for they had property
of enormous value in the city, and in
case of fire in any of these buildings the
Perth brigade wounld be called on to
act. There was a special reason for a
larger contribution in the fact that the
Government owned so much property in
the city; therefore the Perth brigade
should receive a special grant.

Mr. HIGHAM supported the remarks
of the member for the Murray, and said
£50 was a cuite inadequate sum for the
Government to pay to a fire brigade
having the care of so much Government
property.

Tue Premier said the amount used
to be £25, but he had doubled it.

Mr. HIGHAM said the Government
owned a large amount of property in
Perth, and £50 was not a fair proportion
for them to pay towards the upkeep of
the city fire brigade. Two hundred
pounds would be more like the sum the
Government should pay. Fire brigades
deserved every encouragement, not only
from the public and the insurance comn-
panies, but also from the Goveroment.

Me. WOOD said the fire brigades
ought to get twenty times the support
that the volunteer movement received.
The members of a fire brigade ran all
sorts of risks and dangers, and this House
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ought to show its appreciation of their
efforts by increasing the subsidy. His
experience was that insurance companies
did pol want fire brigades, because the
presence of fire hrigades had the effect of
reducing the premiwms, whereas the com-
panies preferred to take the risks.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he did wot see why the Govern-
ment should contribute to fire brigades
throughout the colony to a large
extent. People who had property were
just as much interested as the Govern-
ment in the support of fire brigades.
The Government had given to the Perth
Council £500 for a steam fire engine, and
the Government gave £50 a vear, not
ouly to the Perth brigade, but also to the
brigades  at Fremantle, Kalgoorlie,
Kanowna, Menzies, and other plu.ces.
When there was a fire, the insurance
companies were eager fo have the fire
brigade, but they did not seem so ready
to contribute to the funds of the Lrigade.
He had 1o desire to be niggardly towards
fire brigades, whose services he thoroughly
appreciated; but it was not only @
(uestion of increasing  the G;u‘bsulv to
Perth, but meant o uonsuqueut increase
uf subsidy to every fire bhrigade in the
colony. It conld not be said that the
Government were not liberal towards fire
brigades.

Me. SOLOMON suid the Government
might favourably consider the claim for
an inerease; and not long agu the Fre-
mantle brigade came to Perth to assist in
extinguishing a large fire at the old
Barracks.

Tue PrEMIER said he hoped they were
treated liberally on that occasion.

Mer. SOLOMON said the fire brigades
had a very good system, for the wembers
vould be roused at any time of the night
to attend a fire.
mantle brigades might he specially
considered, for the reason that they were
ready to assist either town af any time.

Mg. GEORGE said the Premier had
not looked at this matter with his usual
broad view. The Goverument had a lavge
amount of property in Perth, and in case
of fire they would no doubt call on the
Perth brigade; and how could they ex-
pect that brigade to be properly equipped
for a subsidy of £50 a year? Tt was a
miscrable sum to give the brigade, and be
was surprised the Govermnent were not
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ready to increase it. A fire brigade was

! the finest insurance they could possibly

have in a city. If they had a good fire
brigade, they would have no incendiary
fires.

Mr. RANDELL said be was surprised
the City Council of Perth should ask for
this increase of subsidy, when they had
been so remiss in the matter of procuring
a stean fire engine, for which money had
been voted hy this House. The sapport
of the fire brigade was distinctly a
question for the monicipality itself. The
Government were justified in giving £50
a yvear, because they had a considerable
nomber of bunildings in the city. A
properly equipped fire brigade was a
protection, but he questioned whether a
properly equipped Dbrigade existed in
Perth. A year ago the Perth Council
had received £500 for an engine and had
ordered it only lately, whereas the Fre-
mantle brigade, which received a simmlar
amount at the same time, had its engine
1OW iR use.

Tar PreEMIER said the City Council
did not svem very anxious about it.

Mr. RANDELL said this matter of
the fire brigade was one for the munici-
pality to a larger extent than it was a
guestion for the Government,  As to the
insurance companies, it was not to their
interest to encourage fire brigades, be-
canse when there were fire brigades the
owners of property did not insure to the
same extent, relving on the services of
the brigades to save them from loss.
Taking into consideration the liberality
with which the Government treated
municipalities, the sum of £50 was as
much as the people could reasonably
expect the Government to give to the
Perth brigade.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the member for the Murray had bhad
a good deal to say as to what the
Govermnent, should do, but he had
forgotten to mention that the City

. Qouncil of Perth had taken 12 months

to order a steam fire engine, although
they had the money in hand all the time.
Ti they had cared much about the welfare
of the fire brigade, they would not have
kept that money for twelve months with-
out using it.

Mz, GEORGE said the City Couneil
repented of their misdeed with regard to
the steam fire engioe, and he was afraid
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that, in order to find the same money
now, the City would have to yely on the
hank overdraft.

Mr. RANDELL, referring to item 12,
* Subsidy to municipalities at the rate of
£1 per £ raised by general rate,
£20,000,” said it was desirable that in
some cases the Government should exer-
cise certain control over the subsidy
moneys. For instance, in the city of
Perth, at the present moment, the ap-
proaches to Govermment House wer: a
disgrace to the city, and the vicinity of
the vice-regal palace of the colony should
not be allowed to remain in such o state.
When £ for £ was given to the Muni-
eipal Council of Perth, the Government

_might well attach the condition that. the
approaches to Government House should
be placed in good order.

Mr. HASSELL said there were many
streets in Perth that were a disgrace to
the City Council, and it was time some
effort should be made to see that some of
the money the Council received was not
wasted.

Mr. GEGRGE said no doubt the ap-
proaches to Government House were
decidedly bad, but so was also nearly
every street in  Perth; and all he
could do was to ask the members
of the House to give o little time
to the spirit of reform which seemed
to  have entered the Council. The
subsidy of pound for pound was a
very meagre matter, so far as Perth was
concerned, and there the Government
might farrly grant 30s. in the pound, or
let the corporation rate the property
owned by the Government. During the
last few months the Government had
resumed, for railway purposes, something
like three-quarters of a mile of land
frontage in Rue Street, and the Council
would receive no rates from that Jand in
the next year. The Government owned
frontages equal to about a seventh of the
whole frontages in Perth, and particu-
larly in streets with positions that would
bear very heavy assessments. The
Government bad offered to the City
Council £40,000 for the Town Hall, and
when that was indignantly refused, and
£60,000 was asked for it, the Govern-
ment were uncertain whether to close at
the higher price. If £60,000 was the
value of that block, what was the value
of the huge buildings called the Govern-
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i ment offices, on the adjoining block of
. land¥ There was no other town in the
colony where the Government had taken
away so much rateable property from
the municipal council.

Mr. RANDELL asked if it was true
that the gates to the Perth Park had
been placed in a wrong position, as
stated.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the gutes were said to be in a wrong
place, which would necessitate the cutting
down of o few trees, if the gates were to
remain where they had been placed. The
gates could not be brought nearer the
city unless the Government purchased
some private land ; and if placed nearer
along the. present approach they would
be obstructing the street. The matter
was under the consideration of the Park
Board at pressnt, and somne arrangement
might be made for removing the gates
later on. He did nof know that great
harm would be done, even if a few
trees had io come down; and he hoped
that, before long, the public would have
the pleasure of using the new park road,
which would be a great advantage to tho
people of Perth.

Mr. GEORGE asked whether the
making of the park had been taken away
from the Public Works Department 7

Tur Premier said the Works De-
partment carried out the fencing for the
Park Board.

Mr. GEORGE nskud whether that was
along the sane road in connection with
the park that there had heen so much
messing about, through the conditions of
the coutract Dbeing altered. [THe
Premier: Yes.] Representations were
made to the contractor that he could
ohtain stone at a certain place, but he
wag not able to get it there, and large
sums were paid for taking away rubbish
that might have been taken away without
<08t 50 the amateur managers on the Park
Board. He would like to hear from the
Premier if that was the result of the work
of the amateur board.

Mgr. RANDELL asked whether it
would not be desirable to arrange for
Havelock Street to conmect inside with
the road proposed.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said there was a public road running
along the north side of the park, and
that would connect with Havelock Street,
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No doubt, when funds permitted, there
would be manv roads through the park.

Mr. GEORGE said the Premier had
not bad the courtesy to reply to his
question; therefore he moved that the
item be reduced by £1,000, as he did not
believe in being treated like that.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8Bir J. Forrest)
said the fence referred to was erecled
along the Fremantle Road, and in order
to leave the road as wide us possible,
the fence was put close to the bank, the
result being that a quantity of soil slipped
down and had to be removed, and a
considerable amount of expense was thus
incurred. He thought the contractor had
received nearly twice the amount-of his
contract price through this alteration of
the fence, and the contract had been
carried out very slowly. The contractor
requested to be allowed to obtain stone
from the park, aund also along the face of
the Fremantle Road, but the Park Board
refused permission, as they thought the
removal would disfigure the roadway.
No prowmise was made by the Board that
the contractor should get stone from
there.

Amendment for reduction of item put
and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

On the motion of Mr. SoLonmox, pro-
gress wag reporled, and leave given to sit
again,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1048 pm.,
until the next day.

[COUNCIL.)

Constitution Amendment.

Legislative Gouncil,

Thursday, 3rd September, 1896.

Select, Comunittes ou Meat Supply: report of—Cou-
stitulion Act Amendment Bill: third rending—Post
Oflice Savings Bank Bill: third rending—Exeoss
Bill, 1395: third reading—Coolgardie GoMficlds
Water S13;p| ¥ Loan Bill: committee: third reading—
Judges Pensions Bill: first reading—Streets and
(Greenmount and Marble Bar) Closure Bill : second
reading: committee—Streets and Roads (Mullewan
and  Busselton) Closure Bill: second vending:
committee—Adjonrnment,

Tre PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir @. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 430 o'clock p.m.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON MEAT SUPPLY.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I have to move for
an extension of tiwe to the 22nd Sep-
tember, for the purpose of bringing up
the report of the joint committee on the
meat supply question,

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton): I may point out to the hon.
member thal it is customary for these
reports to be laid on the table of hoth
Houses similtaneously. It appears that
the report was presented to the Legisla-
tive Assembly yesterday, and it ought to
have been presented here at the same
time.

Question put and passed.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING,

Tur MINISTER IF'OR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I move that this Bill
be now read a third time.

Tae Hox. 8. H PARKER: The Hon.
Mr. Burges was right, I think, in saying
that these amendments should he given
notice of. Now that we see the amend-
ment in print, it appears to have been
most clumsily drawn. It reads:—* Not-
“withstanding anything contained in
“ Qection 8 of the Amendment Act, the
“seats of the members elected at the first
“ election of members for the North-East
“ Province, which seats by the said section
“would hevome vacated on the comple-
“tion of o period of two years from the
“date of election, and each succeeding
‘“period of two years, etc”” Therefore,
it goes on for ever, instead of stating that



